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DEPARTMENT  OF  EDUCATION 

Office  of  Special  Education  and 
Rehabilitative  Services 

Proposed  Funding  Priorities— Fiscal 
Years  1989  and  1990 

agency:  Department  of  Education. 
ACTION:  Notice  of  proposed  funding 
priorities. 

SUMMARY:  The  Secretary  proposes 
funding  priorities  for  fiscal  years  1989 
and  1990  for  the  following: 

Research  in  the  Education  of  the 
Handicapped  Program,  84.023 
Handicapped  Children’s  Early 
Education  Program,  84.024 
Educational  Media  Research, 

Production,  Distribution,  and  Training 
Program,  84.026 

Postsecondary  Education  Programs  for 
Handicapped  Persons,  84.078 
Programs  for  Severely  Handicapped 
Children,  84.086 

Secondary  Education  and  Transitional 
Services  for  Handicapped  Youth 
Program,  84.158 

Handicapped  Special  Studies  Program, 
84.159 

Technology,  Educational  Media  and 
Materials  for  the  Handicapped 
Program,  84.180 
These  eight  programs  are 
administered  by  the  Office  of  Special 
Education  Programs.  To  ensure  wide 
and  effective  use  of  program  funds,  the 
Secretary  proposes  to  select  from  among 
these  program  priorities  in  order  to  fund 
the  areas  of  greatest  need  for  fiscal 
years  1989  and  1990.  A  separate 
competition  will  be  established  for  each 
priority  that  is  selected. 

DATES:  Comments  must  be  received  on 
or  before  October  31, 1988  for  the 
following:  Handicapped  Children’s  Early 
Education  Program;  Educational  Media 
Research.  Production,  Distribution  and 
Training  Program;  Postsecondary 
Education  Programs  for  Handicapped 
Persons;  Programs  for  Severely 
Handicapped  Children;  Secondary 
Education  and  Transitional  Services  for 
Handicapped  Youth  Program;  and 
Technology,  Educational  Media,  and 
Materials  for  the  Handicapped  Program; 
November  28, 1988  for  Research  in 
Education  of  the  Handicapped  Program; 
and  December  28, 1988  for  Handicapped 
Special  Studies  Program. 

ADDRESSES:  Comments  should  be 
addressed  to  the  following  individuals 
at  the  Office  of  Special  Education 
Programs,  Department  of  Education,  400 
Maryland  Avenue  SW.,  (Switzer 
Building,  Room  3094 — M/S  2313), 
Washington,  DC  20202.  Joseph  Clair  for 
84.024,  84.026,  84.078,  84.086,  and  84.158. 


Linda  Glidewell  for  84.023,  84.159,  and 
84.100. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 

Individuals  listed  above  at  the  followii^ 
phone  numbers:  Joseph  Clair,  (202)  732- 
4503;  or  Linda  Glidewell,  (202)  732-1099. 
SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION:  l^S 
notice  represents  a  consolidated  notice 
of  fiscal  years  1989  and  1990  proposed 
priorities  for  discretionary  grant 
programs  administered  by  the  Office 
Special  Education  Programs.  Publication 
of  these  priorities  does  not  preclude  the 
Secretary  from  publishing  additional 
priorities,  nor  is  there  any  limitation  for 
the  Secretary  to  fund  only  these 
priorities.  Closing  dates  for  all  fiscal 
year  1989  competitions  will  be 
announced  with  publication  of  the  final 
priorities  in  the  fall  of  1988  or  shortly 
thereafter.  The  Department  plans  to 
publish  additional  proposed  priorities  by 
November  1, 1989.  Following  is  a 
summary  list  of  proposed  priorities 
included  in  this  announcement: 

Research  in  Education  of  the  Handicapped 
Program,  84.023 

(1)  Research  on  general  education  science 
or  mathematics  curricula  (expected  to  be 
selected  in  FY  1989). 

(2)  Research  on  general  education  teacher 
planning  and  adaptation  for  students  with 
handicaps  (expected  to  be  selected  in  FY 
1989). 

(3)  Small  grants  program  (expected  to  be 
selected  in  FY  1989  and  1990). 

(4)  Research  on  general  education  social 
studies  or  language  arts  curricula  (expected 
to  be  selected  in  FY  1990). 

(5)  Research  on  the  delivery  of  services  to 
students  vhth  handicaps  from  non-standard 
English,  limited  English  proficiency  (inchiding 
RUMH>-lingual)  and/or  non-dominant  cultural 
groups  (expected  to  be  selected  in  FY  1990). 

(6)  interventions  to  support  junior  high 
8ch<Ml-aged  stad«its  with  handicaps  who  are 
at  risk  of  dropping  out  of  school  (expected  to 
be  selected  in  FY  1990). 

(7)  Initial  career  awards  (expected  to  be 

selected  in  FY  1990).  ' 

Handicapped  Children’s  Early  Education 
Program,  84.024 

(1)  Coordinated  service  delivery  for  infants 
and  toddlers  with  identified  handicapping 
conditions  (expected  to  be  selected  in  FY 

1989) . 

(2)  Nondirected  demonstration  (expected  to 
be  selected  in  FY  1989  and  FY  195)0). 

(3)  Multi-disciplinary  training  programs  for 
child  care  personnel  (expected  to  be  selected 
in  FY  1989  and  FY  1990). 

(4)  Information  management  of  services  for 
infants  and  toddlers  (expected  to  be  selected 
in  FY  1989  and  FY  1990). 

(5)  Nondirected  experimental  projects 
(expected  to  be  selected  in  FY  1989  and  FY 

1990) . 

(6)  State-wide  outreach  (expected  to  be 
selected  in  FY  1989  and  FY  1990). 

(7)  National  or  multi-State  outreach 
projects  (expected  to  be  selected  in  FY  1989 
and  FY  1990). 


(8)  Early  childhood  research  institute — 
Megrated  programs  (expected  to  be  selected 
to  FY  1989). 

(9)  Early  childhood  research  institute — 
tolervention  (expected  to  be  selected  in  FY 

1989) . 

Educational  Media  Research,  Production, 
Distribution  and  Training  Program,  84.026 

(1)  Closed-captioned  local  and  regional 
news  (expected  to  be  selected  in  FY  1989  and 
FY  1990). 

(2)  Illiteracy  projects  (expected  to  be 
selected  in  FY  1989  and  FY  1990). 
Postsecondary  Education  Program  for 
Handicapped  Persons,  84.078 

(1)  Postsecondary  demonstration  projects 
(expected  to  be  selected  in  FY  1989). 

Programs  for  Severely  Handicapped  Persons, 
84.086 

(1)  State-wide  systems  change  (expected  to 
be  selected  in  FY  1989  and  FY  1990). 

(2)  Innovations  for  meeting  special 
problems  of  children  with  severe  handicaps 
in  the  context  of  regular  education  settings 
(expected  to  be  selected  in  FY  1989  and  FY 

1990) . 

(3)  Innovations  for  meeting  special 
problems  of  children  with  deaf-blindness  in 
die  context  of  regular  education  settings 
(expected  to  be  selected  in  FY  1989  and  FY 
1990). 

(4)  Validated  practices:  children  with 
severe  handicaps  (expected  to  be  selected  in 
FY  1989  and  k’Y  1990). 

(5)  Validated  practices:  children  with  deaf- 
blindncss  (expected  to  be  selected  in  FY  1989 
and  FY  1990). 

(6)  Utilization  of  innovative  practices  for 
chil^en  with  severe  handicaps  (expected  to 
be  selected  in  FY  1989  and  1990). 

(7)  Utilization  of  innovative  practices  for 
children  with  deaf-blindness  (expected  to  be 
selected  in  FY  1989  and  FY  1990). 

Secondary  Education  for  Transitional 
Services  for  Handicapped  Youth  Program, 
84.158 

(1)  Training  and  employment  models  for 
youth  with  handicaps  (expected  to  be 
selected  in  FY  1989  and  FY  1990). 

(2)  Secondary  and  transitional  services 
follow-up,  follow-along  projects  (expected  to 
be  selected  in  FY  1989). 

(3)  Family  networking  (expected  to  be 
selected  in  FY  1989  and  FY  1990). 
Handicapped  Special  Studies  Program,  84.159 

(1)  State  agency/Federal  evaluation  studies 
projects  (expected  to  be  selected  in  FY  1989). 

(2)  Design  study  for  obtaining  national 
estimates  of  outcome  data  on  children  and 
youth  with  handicaps  (expected  to  be 
selected  in  FY  1989). 

Technology,  Educational  Media  and 
Materials  for  the  Handicapped  Program, 
84.180 

(1)  Using  technology  to  improve 
assessment  of  children  with  handicaps 
(expected  to  be  selected  in  FY  1989). 

(2)  Compensatory  technology  applications 
(expected  to  be  selected  in  FY  1989). 

Title  of  Program:  Research  in 
Education  of  the  Handicapped  Program. 
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CFDA  No.:  84.023. 

Purpose:  The  Research  in  Education  of 
the  Handicapped  Program,  authorized 
by  Part  E  of  the  Education  of  the 
Handicapped  Act  (20  U5.C.  1441-1444), 
supports  research  and  related  activities, 
surveys,  and  demonstration  projects 
relating  to  the  educational  and  early 
intervention  needs  of  children  with 
handicaps.  Under  this  program,  the 
Secretary  makes  awards  for  research 
and  related  activities  to  assist  special 
education  personnel,  related  services 
personnel,  early  intervention  personnel, 
and  other  appropriate  persons,  including 
parents,  in  improving  the  special 
education  and  related  services  and  early 
intervention  services  for  infants, 
toddlers,  children,  and  youth  with 
handicaps;  to  conduct  research,  surveys, 
or  demonstrations  relating  to  the 
provision  of  services  to  infants,  toddlers, 
children,  and  youth  with  handicaps;  and 
research  and  related  activities,  surveys, 
or  demonstrations  related  to  physical 
education  or  recreation  for  children  with 
handicaps. 

Proposed  Priorities:  The  Secretary 
proposes  to  establish  the  following 
priorities  for  the  Research  in  Education 
of  the  Handicapped  Program,  CFDA  No. 
84.023.  In  accordance  with  the  Education 
Department  General  Administrative 
Regulations  (EDGAR,  34  CFR 
75.105(c)(3)),  the  Secretary  proposes  to 
give  an  absolute  preference  under  this 
program  to  applications  that  respond  to 
the  following  priorities;  that  is,  the 
Secretary  proposes  to  select  for  funding 
only  those  applications  proposing 
projects  that  meet  one  of  these 
priorities. 

Priority  1.  Research  on  General 
Education  Science  or  Mathematics 
Curricula  (CFDA  No.  84.023) 

The  purpose  of  this  priority  is  to 
support  research  projects  that  analyze 
general  education  (kindergarten  through 
grade  eight)  curricula  in  (1)  mathematics 
or  (2)  science  using  a  cross-grade  (e.g., 
primary,  elementary  and  middle  grades) 
perspective  to  determine  the 
compatibility  of  the  scope,  sequence, 
and  presentation  (including  rate, 
complexity,  informational  density,  and 
approach  for  organizing  and  presenting 
content)  with  the  learning 
characteristics  and  needs  of  students 
with  hcuidicapping  conditions  for  whom 
the  regular  education  curriculum  is 
considered  appropriate.  In  planning  the 
research,  investigators  must  consider 
the  kindergarten  through  grade  eight 
curriculum  in  mathematics  or  science  as 
a  whole,  not  just  as  a  year-by-year 
treatment,  so  that  assumptions  about 
students'  prior  knowledge  and  skills  as 
well  as  their  need  for  acquisition. 


mastery,  automaticity,  application  of 
skills,  and  understanding  of  concepts 
can  be  examined.  While  focusing  on  the 
needs  of  children  with  handicaps,  the 
investigators  must  consider  current 
national  initiatives  in  science  or 
mathematics  including  those  of 
professional  associations  and  the 
Federal  Government  to  develop 
standards  and  new  curricula  for  use  in 
regular  primary,  elementary  and  middle 
school  grades. 

In  conducting  the  research, 
investigators  must  analyze  and  describe 
existing  and  potential  alternative 
curriculum  approaches  to  organizing 
disciplinary  knowledge  bases  in  science 
or  mathematics.  For  example,  in  science 
such  alternative  approaches  might 
include  teaching  science  through 
teaching  facts,  ndes  and  principles; 
through  a  process  of  discovering 
knowledge;  or  through  describing  the 
natural  world.  Another  approach  might 
be  an  interdisciplinary  focus  which 
attempts  to  integrate  other  disciplines 
with  science  using  a  thematic  approach 
or  focusing  on  a  certain  historical 
period.  In  mathematics,  alternative 
approaches  to  organizing  the  knowledge 
base  have  included  designs  which 
emphasize  either  the  logic  of  the  symbol 
system,  or  applications  associated  with 
its  use.  Alternative  approaches  to 
science  or  mathematics  curriculum 
design  must  be  described  and  their 
implications  for  educating  children  with 
handicaps  in  kindergarten  through  grade 
eight  examined. 

These  alternative  approaches  for 
organizing  science  or  mathematics 
curricula  will  provide  the  starting  point 
for  analyzing  alternative  structures  for 
prioritizing,  segmenting  and  arranging 
science  or  mathematics  content  to  be 
covered  in  kindergarten  through  grade 
eight.  In  addition,  potential  alternatives 
for  structuring  this  content  must  be 
examined.  These  analyses  must  include 
examination  of  current  curricula  scope 
and  sequence,  textbooks  and 
supplementary  materials.  Finally,  the 
structural  alternatives  for  presenting 
science  or  mathematics  content  for 
kindergarten  through  grade  eight  must 
be  examined  in  relation  to  the  learning 
characteristics  of  children  with  a  variety 
of  handicaps,  particularly  related  to 
needs  associated  with  acquisition, 
mastery,  automaticity,  application  of 
skills,  and  understanding  of  concepts. 
The  purpose  of  this  activity  is  to  develop 
guidelines  for  decision-making  related  to 
determining  the  appropriateness  of, 
establishing  priorities  for,  and  adapting 
or  modifying,  curriculum  goals  and 
objectives  for  children  and  youth  with 
handicapping  conditions.  These 


guidelines  must  make  explicit  the 
factors  to  be  considered  in  making  these 
decisions.  Further,  the  guidelines  must 
be  useful  to  publishers  for  textbook 
revision  activities,  to  teachers  for 
analyzing  and  prioritizing  content  for 
students,  and  to  school  district 
personnel  who  conduct  school  building 
or  district-wide  curriculum  revision 
activities  and  textbook  evaluation  and 
adoption  procedures. 

To  determine  the  usefulness  of  the 
guidelines,  investigators  must  conduct 
several  field  tests.  These  field  tests  must 
determine:  (1)  The  usefulness  of  the 
guidelines  to  publishers  in  the 
development  of  new  materials  and  in 
the  revision  of  existing  materials,  (2)  the 
extent  to  which  the  guidelines  help 
teachers  analyze  and  prioritize  content 
for  students,  and  (3)  the  utility  of 
guidelines  in  improving  school  building 
or  district-wide  curriculum  revision  and 
textbook  evaluation  and  adoption 
procedures.  Part  of  the  field  testing  must 
include  obtaining  informed  judgements 
about  the  logic,  design,  and  content  of 
the  guidelines  from  each  of  the  target 
audiences  above.  For  purposes  (2)  and 
(3),  the  investigators  must  also  conduct 
field  tests  in  at  least  four  school  districts 
to  test  the  usefulness  of  the  guidelines 
as  implemented  in  typical  settings 
(classrooms  and  districts).  The  target 
populations  for  this  priority  are  primary, 
elementary,  and  middle  school  aged 
students  (kindergarten  through  grade 
eight)  with  handicapping  coi^itions.  It  is 
anticipated  that  two  cooperative 
agreements  will  be  fund^  under  this 
priority:  one  addressing  mathematics 
curricula  and  one  addressing  science 
curricula. 

Priority  2.  Research  on  General 
Education  Teacher  Planning  and 
Adaptation  for  Students  with  Handicaps 
(CFDA  No.  84.023) 

The  purpose  of  this  priority  is  to 
support  research  projects  that  will  lead 
to  improved  teacher  planning, 
individualization,  and  adaptation  of 
curricula  and  instruction  for  students 
with  handicaps  who  are  educated  in 
general  education  classrooms.  A  two- 
step  research  program  must  be 
conducted  that  will  (1)  determine  how 
teachers  collect  and  use  student 
performance  data  in  daily  and  long- 
range  curricular  and  instructional 
planning,  and  (2)  develop  and  field  test 
interventions  that  increase  teacher 
skills,  confidence  and  motivation  in 
planning,  adapting,  and  individualizing 
instruction. 

In  the  first  step,  each  applicant  must 
select  one  or  more  school  districts  and 
study:  (a)  The  way  teachers  typically 
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plan  instruction,  (b)  how  teachers 
collect  and  use  student  performance 
data  in  their  planning  activities,  (c)  how 
teachers  adapt  curricula  and  instruction 
to  enhance  the  learning  of  students  with 
handicaps,  (d)  how  teachers 
individualize  instruction  to  meet  the 
unique  learning  characteristics  of 
students  with  handicaps,  (e)  the  kinds  of 
support  that  teachers  need  to  enhance 
their  planning,  individualization,  and 
adaptation  of  curricula  and  instruction, 
and  (f)  teacher  and  organizational 
variables  that  impede  effective  planning 
for  individualization  and  adaptation  of 
curricula  and  instruction  for  students 
with  handicapping  conditions.  Each 
applicant  must,  as  a  part  of  the 
application,  identify  and  describe  the 
cooperating  school  districts  and  provide 
information  on  relevant  district,  teacher, 
and  student  characteristics,  including 
current  district  and  school  incentives 
and  support  systems  (for  teacher 
planning  and  individualization 
strategies],  the  number  and  percentage 
of  students  who  are  classified  as 
handicapped,  and  the  number  and 
percentage  of  these  students  who  are 
being  educated  in  general  education 
classrooms  (including  the  percentage  of 
time  and  the  subject  areas  for  which 
students  are  educated  in  general 
education  classrooms).  In  carrying  out 
this  part  of  the  research,  investigators 
must  use  a  conceptual  framework  based 
on  previous  research  that  identifies  the 
hypothesized  relationships  among 
teacher  variables  (e.g.,  skills, 
confidence,  motivation)  and 
organizational  support  variables  (e.g., 
planning  time,  consultants,  materials) 
and  variables  associated  with  effective 
planning,  individualization  and 
adaptation  strategies  for  students  with 
handicapping  conditions. 

In  the  second  step,  projects  must 
develop  and  Held  test  interventions  that 
increase  or  improve  teacher  planning, 
adaptation,  and  individualization 
activities  for  students  with  handicaps. 
Interventions  must  be  based  on  a 
refined  conceptual  framework  that 
incorporates  the  Hndings  from  step  one 
of  the  research,  including  the 
hypothesized  relationships  among 
teacher  and  organizational  variables 
and  intervention  variables  associated 
with  increased  or  improved  teacher 
planning,  adaptation,  and 
individualization  activities  for  students 
with  handicaps.  Field  tests  must  include 
measures  of  the  effects  of  implementing 
the  interventions  on  teacher  skills, 
confidence,  and  motivation  for  carrying 
out  effective  planning,  adaptation,  and 
individualization  activities  for  students 
with  handicaps.  The  field  test  design 


must  employ  contrast  buildings  or 
classrooms  where  the  interventions  are 
not  implemented.  Investigators  must  use 
a  variety  of  procedures  and  instruments 
to  measure  intervention  implementation 
and  effectiveness,  and  the  Held  tests 
must  be  conducted  in  one  or  more 
school  districts  not  involved  in  step  one 
of  the  project.  The  major  outcomes  of 
each  project  must  be  well-defined 
interventions,  procedures  that  will 
enable  other  districts  to  implement  the 
interventions,  and  evidence  of  the 
extent  to  which  interventions  are 
effective. 

Priority  3.  Small  Grants  Program  (CFDA 
No.  84.023) 

This  priority  provides  support  for  a 
broad  range  of  research  projects  that 
can  be  completed  within  a  12-18  month 
time  period,  are  budgeted  at  $75,000  or 
less  for  the  entire  project  period,  and  are 
focused  on  the  education  of  infants, 
toddlers,  children,  and  youth  with 
handicaps  consistent  with  the  purpose 
of  the  program  as  stated  in  34  CFR  324.1. 
This  priority  is  for  pilot  studies,  projects 
that  employ  new  methodologies, 
descriptive  studies,  instrument 
validation  studies,  projects  that 
synthesize  state-of-the-art  research  and 
practice,  projects  for  research 
dissemination  and  utilization,  and 
projects  that  analyze  extant  data  bases. 
Priority  4.  Research  on  General 
Education  Social  Studies  or  Language 
Arts  Curricula  (CFDA  No.  84.023) 

The  purpose  of  this  priority  is  to 
support  projects  that  analyze  general 
education  kindergarten  through  grade 
eight  curricula  in  (1)  social  studies  or  (2) 
language  arts  using  a  cross-grade  (e.g., 
primary,  elementary  and  middle  grades) 
perspective  to  determine  the 
compatibility  of  the  scope,  sequence, 
and  presentation  (including  rate, 
complexity,  informational  density,  and 
approach  for  organizing  and  presenting 
content)  with  the  learning 
characteristics  and  needs  of  students 
with  handicapping  conditions  for  whom 
the  regular  education  curriculum  is 
considered  appropriate.  In  planning  the 
research,  investigators  must  consider 
the  kindergarten  through  grade  eight 
curriculum  in  social  studies  and 
language  arts  as  a  whole,  not  just  as  a 
year-by-year  treatment,  so  that 
assumptions  about  students'  prior 
knowledge  and  skills  as  well  as  their 
need  for  acquisition,  mastery, 
automaticity,  application  of  skills,  and 
understanding  of  concepts  can  be 
examined.  While  focusing  on  the  needs 
of  children  with  handicaps,  investigators 
must  consider  current  national 
initiatives  in  social  studies  or  language 
arts  including  those  of  professional 


associations  and  the  Federal 
Government  to  develop  standards  and 
new  curricula  for  use  in  regular  primary, 
elementary  and  middle  school  grades. 

In  conducting  the  research, 
investigators  must  analyze  and  describe 
existing  and  potential  alternative 
curriculum  approaches  to  organizing 
disciplinary  knowledge  bases  in  social 
studies  or  language  arts.  For  example,  in 
social  studies  such  alternative 
approaches  might  include  social  studies 
as  a  process  for  conveying  facts,  events, 
and  historical  trends;  social  studies  as  a 
process  for  teaching  values  (e.g., 
citizenship,  capitalism,  democracy); 
social  studies  as  a  means  to  teach 
general  social  science  principles  (e.g., 
the  tenets  of  economics)  rather  than 
details  related  to  historical  events  (e.g., 
the  Great  Depression);  social  studies  as 
a  process  for  teaching  problem  solving 
skills  by  emphasizing  cause-effect 
relationships;  or  social  studies  as  a 
process  for  reflective  inquiry.  In 
language  arts,  such  alternative 
approaches  might  include  language  arts 
as  a  process  for  teaching  language  skills 
and  knowledge  for  the  purpose  of 
transmitting  the  culture;  language  arts  as 
a  means  for  teaching  skills  that  have 
utilitarian  value  in  our  society;  or 
language  arts  as  a  means  for  enhancing 
the  cognitive  development  of  students 
(by  giving  students  tools  to  access, 
process,  and  interpret  information). 
Alternative  approaches  to  social  studies 
or  language  arts  curriculum  design  must 
be  described  and  their  implications  for 
educating  children  with  handicaps  in 
kindergarten  through  grade  eight 
examined. 

These  alternative  approaches  for 
organizing  social  studies  or  language 
arts  curricula  will  provide  the  starting 
point  for  analyzing  alternative 
structures  for  prioritizing,  segmenting 
and  arranging  social  studies  or  language 
arts  content  to  be  covered  in 
kindergarten  through  grade  eight.  In 
addition,  potential  alternatives  for 
structuring  this  content  must  be 
examined.  These  analyses  must  include 
examination  of  current  curricula  scope 
and  sequence,  textbooks  and 
supplementary  materials.  Finally,  the 
structural  alternatives  for  presenting 
social  studies  or  language  arts  content 
for  kindergarten  through  grade  eight 
must  be  examined  in  relation  to  the 
learning  characteristics  of  children  with 
a  variety  of  handicaps,  particularly 
related  to  needs  associated  with 
acquisition,  mastery,  automaticity, 
application  of  skills,  and  understanding 
of  concepts.  The  purpose  of  this  activity 
is  to  develop  guidelines  for  decision¬ 
making  related  to  determining 
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appropriateness  of,  establishing 
priorities  for,  and  adapting  or  nvodifying, 
curriculum  goals  and  objectives  for 
children  and  youth  with  handicapping 
conditions.  These  guidelines  must  make 
explicit  the  factors  to  be  considered  in 
making  these  decisions.  Further,  the 
guidelines  must  be  useful  to  publishers 
for  textbook  revision  activities,  to 
teachers  for  analyzing  and  prioritizing 
content  for  students,  and  to  school 
district  personnel  who  conduct  school 
building  or  district-wide  curriculum 
revision  activities  and  textbook 
evaluation  and  adoption  procedures. 

To  determine  the  usefulness  of  the 
guidelines,  investigators  must  conduct 
several  field  tests.  These  field  tests  must 
determine  (1)  the  usefulness  of  the 
guidelines  to  publishers  in  the 
development  of  new  materials  and  in 
the  revision  of  existing  materials,  (2)  the 
extent  to  which  the  guidelines  help 
teachers  analyze  and  prioritize  content 
for  students,  and  (3}  the  utility  of  the 
guidelines  in  improving  school  building 
or  district-wide  curriculum  revisimi  and 
textbook  evaluation  and  adoption 
procedures.  Part  of  the  field  testing  must 
include  obtaining  informed  judgements 
about  the  logic,  design,  and  content  of 
the  guidelines  from  each  of  the  target 
audiences  above.  For  purposes  (2)  and 
(3),  the  investigators  must  also  conduct 
field  tests  in  at  least  four  school  districts 
to  test  the  usefulness  of  the  guidelines 
as  implemented  in  typical  settings 
(classrooms  and  districts].  The  target 
populations  for  this  priority  are  primary, 
elementary,  and  middle  school  aged 
students  (kindergarten  through  grade 
eight]  with  handicapping  conditions.  It  is 
anticipated  that  two  cooperative 
agreements  will  be  funded  under  this 
priority:  One  addressing  social  studies 
curricula  and  one  addressing  language 
arts  curricula. 

Priority  5.  Research  oa  the  Delivery  of 
Services  to  Students  with  Handicaps 
from  Non-Standard  English,  Limited 
English  Proficiency  (Including  Mono- 
Lingual}  and/or  Non-Dominant  Cultural 
Groups  (CFDA  No.  84.023] 

The  purpose  of  this  priority  is  to 
support  projects  that  focus  on  students 
with  handicaps  from  non-standard 
English-speaking,  limited  English 
proficiency  (including  mono-lingual], 
and/or  non-dominant  cultural  groups. 
Projects  supported  under  this  priority 
must:  (1]  Use  ethnographic  and 
observational  reseaitdi  techniques  to 
identify  the  cultural  and  language 
features  of  classrooms  and  related 
service  settings  (e.g.,  speech  or 
occupational  therapy  provided 
elsewhere  on  school  grounds]  that 
detrimentally  affect  the  delivery  of 


educational  services  to  students  with 
handicaps  from  non-standard  English- 
speaking,  limited  English  proficiency 
(including  mono-lingual),  and/or  non¬ 
dominant  cultural  group»s  by  general 
education,  special  education,  and 
related  services  personnel;  (2)  develop 
and  test  strategies,  including  personnel 
training  strategies,  for  adapting  the 
delivery  of  educational  services  to 
better  accommodate  the  cultural  and 
language  patterns  of  these  standards; 
and  (3]  develop  and  test  strategies  for 
enhancing  the  development  of  the 
language,  social,  and  survival  skills 
necessary  for  functioning  and  learning 
in  special  and  regular  educational  and 
community  settings  by  students  with 
handicaps  from  non-standard  English- 
speaking,  limited  English  proficiency 
(including  mono-lingual]  and/or  non- 
dominant  cultural  groups.  Applicants 
may  select  one  or  more  target  groups  for 
the  research  but  must  thoroughly  justify 
their  selection  through  citing  research 
evidence  showing  the  need  to  address 
the  particular  group(s). 

Priority  6.  Interventions  to  Support 
Junior  High  School-Aged  Students  with 
Handicaps  Who  Are  At  Risk  for 
Dropping  Out  of  School  (CFDA  No. 
84.023] 

This  priority  supports  research 
projects  that  focus  on  junior  high  school- 
aged  students  who  are  classified  as 
seriously  emotionally  disturbed  (SED] 
and  students  who  are  classified  as 
learning  disabled  (LD),  and  who  are  at 
risk  for  leaving  school  prior  to 
completion.  These  projects  must  develop 
and  field  test  interventions  designed  to 
enhance  students’  engagement  in  school. 
Each  applicant  must,  as  part  of  the 
application,  identify  a  target  school 
district  and  provide  information  on 
relevant  district  and  student 
characteristics  including  the  percentage 
of  nonhandicapped  students  and  the 
percentage  of  students  with  handicaps, 
by  handicapping  condition,  who  exit 
schooling  by  dropping  out.  Information 
and  hypotheses  as  to  the  reasons  district 
students  classified  as  SED  and  students 
classified  as  LD  drop  out  of  school  must 
also  be  presented  along  with  strategies 
for  keeping  these  students  in  schooL 
Hypotheses  must  be  based  on  a 
conceptual  framework  diat  is  drawn 
from  previous  special  education  and 
general  education  research  regarding 
school  drop-outs  and  drop-out 
prevention  but  tailored  to  the  particular 
characteristics  and  circumstances  of  the 
target  district  and  its  students.  This 
framework  must  identify  school,  home, 
and  community  factors  that  result  in 
student  engagement  in  schooling. 
Indicators  of  student  engagement  in 


schooling  include  attendance, 
participation  in  school  and  extra¬ 
curricular  activities,  completion  of 
assignments,  development  of 
friendships,  as  well  as  commitment  to 
school  completion  as  measured  by 
continuance  in  schooling  during  the 
entire  project  period.  The  interventions 
must  address  underlying  problems 
rather  than  correct  symptoms  associated 
with  students  who  drop  out  of  school. 

For  example,  failing  grades  must  be 
associated  with  students  who  drop  out, 
but  to  simply  give  passing  grades  to 
students  at  risk  for  dropping  out  is  not 
an  acceptable  intervention.  Projects 
must  develop,  implement,  and  test 
comprehensive  interventions  related  to 
these  factors.  School-based  components 
of  interventions  must  be  implemented  in 
general  education  settings,  though  they 
may  be  implemented  in  alternative 
school  settings  if  these  settings  include 
nonhandicapped  students.  Projects  must 
select  at  least  two  cohorts  of  students  in 
successive  years  and  follow  them 
through  at  least  two  years  of 
participation  in  the  interventions 
through  their  transition  to  high  school 
and  at  least  to  a  chronological  age  that 
is  6  months  past  the  minimum  age  for 
exiting  from  compulsory  schooling  as 
determined  by  State  law  or  regulations. 
Research  findings  from  the  first  cohort 
of  students  must  be  used  to  adjust  (if 
necessary)  the  interventions  used  with 
the  second  cohort  fai  designing  the  field 
tests,  investigators  must  concurrently  or 
retrospectively  collect  information  on 
comparison  cohorts  of  similar  students 
within  the  district  to  provide  a 
longitudinal  data  base  for  measuring  the 
effectiveness  of  the  interventions.  The 
final  (fifth)  year’s  activities  must  be 
limited  to  student  follow-up  and 
dissemination  of  project  findings  and 
materials,  and  thus  will  entail  a  reduced 
level  of  funding.  Eadi  project  supported 
under  this  priority  must  include  both 
SED  and  LD  students  at  risk  for 
dropping  out  of  school. 

Priority  7.  Initial  Career  Awards  (CFDA 
No.  84.023) 

This  priority  provides  awards  to 
eligible  applicants  for  the  support  of 
individuals  who  have  exited  fit>m 
graduate  school  programs  no  longer  than 
three  years  prior  to  the  award  to 
conduct  research  and  related  activities 
focusing  on  the  education  of  infants, 
toddlers,  children,  and  youth  with 
handicaps  consistent  with  the  purpose 
of  the  program  as  stated  in  34  CFR  324.1. 
The  support  is  intended  to  allow 
individuals  in  the  initial  phases  of 
careers  to  initiate  and  develop 
promising  lines  of  research  that  will 
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improve  the  education  of  children  with 
handicaps.  The  application  must  include 
evidence  to  support  the  potential 
contribution  to  be  derived  from  the 
proposed  line  of  inquiry  that  will  be 
pursued  during  the  project  period.  The 
applicant  must  identify,  describe,  and 
justify  a  plan  for  obtaining  sustained 
involvement  with  nationally  recognized 
experts  having  substantive  or 
methodological  knowledge  and 
techniques  critical  to  the  conduct  of  the 
proposed  research.  These  experts  may 
be  geographically  located  at  other 
institutions.  The  nature  of  this 
interaction  must  be  of  sufficient 
frequency  and  duration  for  the 
researcher  to  develop  the  capacity  to 
effectively  pursue  the  research  into  mid¬ 
career  activities.  An  applicant  may 
apply  for  up  to  three  years  of  funding.  At 
least  50%  of  the  researcher's  time  must 
be  devoted  exclusively  to  the  project. 

Invitation  to  Comment:  Interested 
persons  are  invited  to  submit  comments 
and  recommendations  regarding  the 
proposed  priorities  set  forth  in  this 
notice.  The  Secretary  particularly 
invites  comments  on  priority  6,  “Initial 
Career  Awards".  Beginning  in  1990,  the 
Department  is  proposing  that  priority  as 
one  strategy  for  the  support  of  new 
research  investigators  in  special 
education,  in  lieu  of  the  student  initiated 
research  competition.  However,  for 
Fiscal  Year  1989,  the  Secretary  has 
selected  and  established  from  the  list  of 
authorized  activities  under  the 
regulations  at  34  CFR  324.10,  priorities 
for  student-initiated  and  Held-initiated 
projects.  These  competitions  will  be 
announced  in  a  separate  Federal 
Register  Notice. 

All  comments  submitted  in  response 
to  these  proposed  priorities  will  be 
available  for  public  inspection  during 
and  after  the  comment  period,  in  Room 
3529,  Switzer  Building,  330  C  Street  SW., 
Washington,  DC,  between  the  hours  of 
8:30  a.m.  and  4:00  p.m.,  Monday  through 
Friday  of  each  week  except  Federal 
holidays. 

Date:  Comments  must  be  received  on 
or  before  November  28. 1988  for  this 
program. 

Address:  Comments  should  be 
addressed  to:  Linda  Glidewell,  Division 
of  Innovation  and  Development,  Office 
of  Special  Education  Program, 
Department  of  Education.  400  Maryland 
Avenue  SW  (Switzer  Building,  Room 
3094 — M/S  2313),  Washington,  DC 
20202. 

Contact:  Linda  Glidewell,  Telephone: 
(202)  732-1099. 

Program  Authority:  20  U.S.C.  1441- 
1444. 

Title  of  Program:  Handicapped 
Children’s  Early  Education  Program 


CFDA  No.:  84.024 

Purpose:  To  provide  Federal  support 
for  a  variety  of  activities  designed  to 
address  the  special  problems  of  infants 
and  children  with  handicaps,  from  birth 
through  age  eight  and  their  families,  and 
to  assist  State  and  local  entities  in 
expanding  and  improving  programs  and 
services  for  those  children  and  their 
families.  Activities  include 
demonstration,  outreach,  experimental, 
research  and  training  projects,  and 
research  institutes. 

Proposed  Priorities:  The  Secretary 
proposes  to  establish  the  following 
funding  priorities  for  the  Handicapped 
Children’s  Early  Education  Program, 
CFDA  No.  84.024.  In  accordance  with 
the  Education  Department  General 
Administrative  Regulations  (EDGAR)  in 
34  CFR  75.105(c)(3),  the  Secretary 
proposes  to  give  an  absolute  preference 
under  this  program  to  applications  that 
respond  to  the  following  priorities;  that 
is,  the  Secretary  proposes  to  select  for 
funding  only  those  applications 
proposing  projects  that  meet  these 
priorities. 

Priority  1.  Coordinated  Service  Delivery 
for  Infants  and  Toddlers  with  Identified 
Handicapping  Conditions  (CFDA  No. 
84.024) 

This  priority  supports  demonstration 
projects  that  design  and  evaluate  model 
procedures  for  actively  involving 
families  in  (1)  the  assessment  of  needs, 
planning  and  decision-making  that 
result  in  the  individualized  family 
service  plan  (IFSP);  and  (2)  the 
implementation  of  the  plan.  Models 
developed  under  this  priority  must  build 
on  current  research  findings  regarding 
family  involvement  in  service  programs 
and  family  decision-making.  The  models 
must  identify  barriers  that  hinder  family 
involvement  and  should  identify  and 
develop  processes  to  support  and 
enhance  family  involvement  in  the 
development  and  implementation  of  the 
IFSP.  F^ocedures  for  implementation  of 
the  IFSP  must  include  a  case 
management  system  for  the  family  that 
includes  interagency  coordination  of  all 
the  early  intervention  services  identified 
in  the  IFSP.  This  system  must  include 
strategies  for  assuring  that  services 
stipulated  in  the  IFSP  are  provided  by 
all  identified  service  providers,  that  the 
financial  responsibilities  related  to  the 
delivery  of  services  are  met  by  the 
responsible  agencies,  that  there  is 
regular  communication  and  coordination 
among  all  service  providers  involved  in 
services  to  a  particular  child  or  family, 
and  that  the  IFSP  is  reviewed  and 
revised  periodically. 

The  model  must  be  evaluated  using 
multiple  case  studies.  Cases  must 


include  the  families  of  infants  and 
toddlers  with  identified  handicapping 
conditions  (e.g.,  children  with  Down’s 
Syndrome,  servere  visual  and/or 
hearing  impairments,  cerebral  palsy, 
myleomenigecele)  or  with  conditions 
that  have  a  high  probability  of 
producing  handicaps  and  that  require 
medical  intervention  (e.g.,  extremely  low 
birth  weight  of  less  than  750  grams,  or 
AIDS-related  complex).  To  assure  that 
procedures  are  applicable  to  a  range  of 
families  (including  two-parent  families, 
single  parent  families,  foster  families, 
families  with  parents  who  are 
developmentally  disabled,  and  low- 
income  families)  the  cases  must  also 
represent  a  range  of  families.  The 
evaluation  design  should  include 
assessment  of  outcomes  for  families  and 
children  as  well  as  measures  of  family 
involvement  and  satisfaction.  Projects 
must  produce  a  manual  delineating  the 
procedures  for  enhancing  family 
involvement  in  developing  and  using  the 
IFSP  and  for  case  management  to  assure 
coordinated  services,  as  well  as  sample 
case  studies  and  outcome  data  for 
families  who  participated  in  the  project. 

Final  reports  submitted  by  projects 
funded  under  this  priority  must  include 
both  the  specific  findings  of  the  project 
as  well  as  general  principles  that  have 
been  learned  or  tested  for  developing 
interventions  for  involving  families  in 
the  development  and  implementation  of 
the  IFSP.  Quantifiable  information  from 
project  evaluation  activities  must  also 
be  included  along  with  precise 
information  regarding  the  procedures  for 
the  interventions  and  contexts  in  which 
they  were  implemented  as  well  as 
available  cost  information. 

Priority  2.  Nondirected  Demonstrations 
(CFDA  No.  84.024) 

This  priority  supports  demonstration 
projects  that  develop,  implement,  and 
evaluate  new  or  improved  approaches 
for  serving  young  children  with 
handicaps  (ages  birth  through  eight). 
Projects  funded  under  this  priority  must 
design  models  that  allow  young  children 
with  handicaps  to  achieve  their  optimal 
functioning  level  within  normalized, 
nonsegregated  environments. 

Applications  must  describe  (1)  the 
specific  service  problem  or  issue  that 
the  project  will  address;  (2)  the  specific 
components  or  procedures  of  the  model 
and  the  rational  based  on  theory, 
research,  or  practice  evaluation,  for 
those  components  or  procedures;  (3)  the 
specific  types  of  students  participating 
in  the  project  (i.e.,  age,  handicapping 
condition  or  diagnosis,  level  of 
functioning)  an  (4)  and  evaluation 
design  that  includes  functional  outcome 
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measures  for  the  young  children  with 
handicaps  who  practicipate  in  the 
proposed  inferventions(s).  Final  reports 
submitted  by  projects  funded  under  this 
priority  must  include  both  the  specific 
findings  of  the  project  as  well  as  general 
principles  that  have  been  learned  or 
tested  for  developing  interventions  for 
young  children  with  handicaps. 
Quantifiable  information  from  project 
evaluation  activities  must  also  be 
included  along  with  precise  information 
regarding  the  procedures  for  the 
interventions  and  the  contexts  in  which 
they  were  implemented  as  well  as 
available  cost  information. 

The  Secretary  particularly  invites 
applications  for  demonstration  projects 
that  develop  models  for  delivering, 
coordinating,  or  supplementing  needed 
developmental,  special  educational,  or 
related  services  to  infants,  toddlers,  or 
preschool-aged  children  with  handicaps 
who  are  in  day-care  programs  (home- 
based,  center-based,  or  home  or  center 
based  in  conjunction  with  part-day 
special  education  preschool  programs). 
This  invitational  priority  responds  to  the 
growing  number  of  young  children, 
including  children  with  handicaps,  who 
are  placed  in  day-care  services  to 
accommodate  the  child-care  needs  of 
working  parents.  However,  applications 
that  meet  this  invitational  priority  will 
not  receive  a  competitive  preference 
over  other  applications  for 
demonstration  projects  that  develop, 
implement,  and  evaluate  new  or 
improved  approaches  for  serving  young 
children  with  handicaps  (ages  birth 
through  eight). 

Priority  3.  Multi-disciplinary  Training 

Programs  for  Child  Care  Personnel 

(CFDA  No.  84.024) 

This  priority  supports  demonstration 
projects  that  develop  and  evaluate 
inservice  training  models  that  will 
prepare  professionals  and 
paraprofessionals  to  provide, 
coordinate,  or  enhance  early 
intervention,  special  education,  and 
related  services  to  infants  and  toddlers 
with  handicaps  and/or  preschool-aged 
children  with  handicaps.  Models 
projects  must  provide  inservice  training 
for  professionals  and  paraprofessionals 
who  are  already  engaged  in  the 
provision  of  child  care,  who  have  not 
been  trained  to  serve  infants  and 
toddlers  with  handicaps  and/or 
preschoolers  with  handicaps,  but  who 
are  committed  to  serving  these  children 
in  programs  with  nonhandicapped 
children.  In  developing  their  model, 
applicants  must  identify  existing 
preschool  or  child  care  programs,  obtain 
their  commitment  prior  to  submission  of 
the  application,  and  include  a  narrative 
description  of  these  programs  in  the 


application.  The  model  may  target  child 
care  workers  [e.g.,  day  care  providers, 
preschool  providers)  in  the  corporate  or 
private-for-profit  sector  as  well  as  in  the 
not-for-profit  public  or  private  sector.  A 
model  must  be  based  on  a  conceptual 
framework  that  identifies  the  existing 
roles  and  responsibilities  of  the 
individuals  to  be  trairred,  the  changes 
required  in  those  roles  to  serve  children 
with  handicaps,  and  the  skills  needed  to 
implement  the  new  roles.  A  model  must 
directly  train  personnel  to  provide, 
coordinate,  or  enhance  special 
education  or  related  services  to  children 
with  handicaps  in  integrated  community 
based  programs.  Inservice  training 
procedures  and  materials  must  address 
the  training  needs  of  variety  of 
personnel.  The  model  must  enable  the 
content  and  procedures  to  be  tailored  to 
the  existing  skills  and  roles  of  the 
different  trainee  groups.  In  addition  to 
initial  training  the  model  must  include 
an  array  of  follow-up  and  support 
activities  that  insures  that  personnel 
participating  in  the  training  master  and 
implement  services  to  meet  the  needs  of 
students  with  handicaps  being  served  in 
settings  with  nonhandicapped  children. 
During  years  2  and  3,  the  inservice 
training  model  must  collect  data 
regarding  the  number  of  infants  and 
toddlers  or  preschool-aged  children  with 
handicaps  served  in  the  target  programs 
and  the  types  of  services  provided  to  the 
children.  Projects  must  also  evaluate  the 
inservice  training  model  through  direct 
assessment  of  participant  skills 
following  the  training  and  after  a  period 
of  time.  At  least  some  measures  must  be 
based  on  direct  observation  in  the 
service  setting  using  standardized 
observational  rating  techniques.  Models 
must  be  consistent  with  personnel 
standards  and  certification/licensure 
requirements  in  their  States. 

The  Secretary  especially  invites 
applications  from:  (a)  Local, 
intermediate  education  agency  or  State- 
operated  programs  that  are  interested  in 
placing  children  with  handicaps  in 
programs  for  nonhandicapped  preschool 
children  as  a  way  to  integrate 
handicapped  and  nonhandicapped 
children:  (b)  corporations  or 
organizations  that  are  interested  in 
expanding  current  child  care  services  to 
include  services  for  children  with 
handicaps  in  an  integrated  setting;  and 
(c)  institutions  or  organizations  that 
have  collaborative  relationships  with 
entities  described  in  (a)  or  (b)  above. 
However,  applications  that  meet  this 
invitational  priority  will  not  receive  a 
competitive  preference  over  other 
applications  for  demonstration  projects 
that  develop,  implement,  and  evaluate 
new  or  improved  approaches  for  serving 


young  children  with  handicaps  (ages 
birth  through  eight). 

Priority  4.  Information  Management  of 

Services  for  Infants  and  Toddlers 

(CFDA  No.  84.024) 

This  priority  supports  demonstration 
projects  to  develop  or  improve  and 
evaluate  automated  information 
management  systems  for  tracking, 
managing,  and  planning  services  for 
young  children  with  handicaps,  aged 
birth  through  two  years  of  age,  and  their 
families,  within  a  State  or  major  urban 
area.  The  system  must  (1)  separately 
track  and  count  the  children  and 
families  who  receive  early  intervention 
services;  (2)  identify  the  types  and 
location  of  those  services  provided  and/ 
or  needed  but  not  provided:  (3)  identify 
the  provider  and  the  funding  sources 
(Federal,  State,  private,  or  local)  for 
each  service  provided:  (4)  alert 
programs  serving  preschool-aged 
children  to  incoming  three  year  old 
children,  at  least  three  to  six  month  in 
advance  of  the  children’s  transition  from 
early  intervention  services  to  preschool 
ser\'ices;  and  (5)  use  data  elements 
compatible  with  State  or  regional  child 
count  systems. 

Applicants  must  coordinate  the 
program  with  the  State  education 
agency  and  the  State  agency  designated 
to  administer  the  Program  for  Infants 
and  Toddlers  With  Handicaps  in  the 
States  where  the  information  system  is 
tested.  The  system  must  be  coordinated 
with  any  other  information  systems  in 
the  State  {e.g.,  health  agency  systems  for 
tracking  specific  medical  conditions), 
that  overlap  in  population  tracked, 
intent,  or  purpose.  This  may  be 
achieved,  for  example,  by  using 
identifiers  compatible  with  other 
existing  systems,  or  by  merging  the 
existing  systems  into  a  single  system. 

Projects  funded  under  this  priority 
must  include  an  evaluation  design  that 
assures  that  the  automated  system  is 
operational  {i.e.,  produces  information 
and  reports  that  are  accurate  and 
consistent  with  the  system  design),  that 
the  required  information  linkages  are 
compatible  and  reliable,  and  that  the 
information  produced  is  useful  for 
tracking  and  planning  purposes  by  the 
intended  users  of  the  information 
system.  It  is  anticipated  that  projects 
funded  under  this  priority  will  develop 
the  software,  documentation,  and  users’ 
guides  that  will  allow  other  interested 
agencies  to  adopt  the  information 
system.  Users’  guides  must  provide  as 
much  information  as  possible  as  to  the 
ways  elements  of  the  system  can  be 
adapted  to  fit  the  data  needs  or 
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hardware  configurations  of  other 
agencies. 

Priority  5.  Nondirected  Experimental 
Projects  (CFDA  No.  84.024) 

This  priority  supports  investigations 
of  alternative  interventions  or 
approaches  for  serving  infants,  toddlers, 
or  preschool-aged  children  with 
handicaps.  Interventions  selected  for 
comparison  must  include  those  for 
which  information  is  unavailable 
regarding  their  relative  effectiveness  for 
particular  groups  of  children  or  within 
particular  settings  or  conditions. 

Projects  supported  under  this  priority 
must: 

(1)  Compare  the  alternative 
interventions  or  approaches  in  typical 
service  settings; 

(2)  Conduct  the  investigations  using 
methodological  procedures  that  will 
produce  unambiguous  findings  regarding 
the  relative  effectiveness  of  the 
alternative  strategies  as  well  as  any 
findings  as  to  interaction  effects 
between  particular  approaches  and 
particular  groups  of  children  or 
particular  contexts;  and 

(3)  Include  dissemination  activities 
that  will  lead  to  improved  services  for 
infants,  toddlers,  or  preschool-aged 
children  with  handicaps. 

Applications  must  describe  (1)  the 
specihc  problem  or  issue  that  the  project 
will  address;  (2)  the  specific  approaches 
or  interventions  that  will  be  compared 
or  validated,  including  the  rationale  for 
selecting  particular  approaches  and 
previous  evaluation  information 
regarding  these  approaches;  (3) 
specifically,  the  children  targeted  by  the 
project  (i.e.  age,  handicapping  condition 
or  diagnosis,  level  of  functioning);  and 

(4)  an  evaluation  design  that  includes 
functional  outcome  measures  for  the 
young  children  with  handicaps  or  their 
families  who  participate  in  the  proposed 
intervention(s).  Final  reports  submitted 
by  projects  funded  under  this  priority 
must  include  both  the  specific  findings 
of  the  project  as  well  as  general 
principles  that  have  been  learned  or 
tested  for  developing  interventions  for 
young  children  with  handicaps. 
Quantifiable  information  from  project 
evaluation  activities  must  also  be 
included  along  with  precise  information 
regarding  the  procedures  for  the 
interventions  and  the  contexts  in  which 
they  were  implemented  as  well  as 
available  cost  information. 

The  Secretary  particularly  invites 
applications  that  compare  alternative 
approaches  to  assessing  family 
strengths  and  needs  as  part  of  the 
process  for  developing  the 
individualized  family  service  plans 
(IFSP)  required  under  Part  H  of  the 


Education  of  the  Handicapped  Act.  Such 
projects  could  compare  approaches, 
instruments,  or  tools  commonly  used  for 
family  assessment  across  disciplines  or 
within  a  single  discipline  to  determine 
their  relative  effects  on  the  strengths 
and  needs  identified,  on  the  process  for 
developing  the  IFSP,  on  the  document 
itself,  and  on  the  satisfaction  of 
participants  in  the  planning  process, 
including  families  of  infants  and 
toddlers  with  handicaps.  However, 
applications  that  meet  the  invitational 
priority  will  not  receive  a  competitive 
preference  over  other  applications  for 
projects  that  investigate  alternative 
interventions  or  approaches  for  serving 
infants,  toddlers,  or  preschool-aged 
children  with  handicaps. 

Priority  6.  State-wide  Outreach  (CFDA 
No.  84.024) 

This  priority  supports  projects  that 
facilitate  the  implementation  throughout 
a  specific  State  of  proven  infant,  toddler, 
or  early  childhood  models,  or  selected 
components  of  those  models.  Projects 
supported  under  this  priority  must: 

(1)  Coordinate  their  dissemination  and 
replication  activities  with  the  lead 
agency  for  Part  H  of  the  Education  of  the 
Handicapped  Act  for  early  intervention 
services  or  the  State  educational  agency 
for  special  education  and  related 
services; 

(2)  Disseminate  and  replicate  proven 
models,  or  components  of  models,  that 
provide  services  needed  to  assist 
children  aged  8  and  below  and  their 
families  to  achieve  the  children’s 
optimal  functioning.  Services  at  a 
minimum  must  contain  the  following 
components: 

(a)  Approaches  relevant  to 
programming  in  regular  settings 
including  provision  for  skills  necessary 
to  function  in  integrated  educational 
environments: 

(b)  Team  based  programming  that 
integrates  the  delivery  of  services  that 
includes  parents,  teachers,  therapists 
and  other  professional  disciplines; 

(c)  Effective  involvement  of  families  in 
the  planning  and  delivery  of  services; 
and 

(d)  Interagency  coordination  when 
multiple  agencies  are  involved  in  the 
provision  of  services  to  children; 

(3)  Evaluate  the  dissemination  and 
replication  activities  to  determine  their 
effectiveness  including  their  impact  on 
the  provision  of  services  to  infants, 
toddlers,  and  young  children  with 
handicaps. 

Applicants  under  this  priority  must  (1) 
describe  (he  models  or  components  of 
models  selected  for  outreach  activities 
including  a  rationale  as  to  the 
importance  of  these  models;  (2)  provide 


unambiguous  evidence  as  to  the 
effectiveness  of  the  model:  (3)  describe 
the  specific  dissemination  and 
replication  activities  proposed:  and  (4) 
provide  a  rationale  for  those  activities. 

Final  reports  submitted  by  projects 
funded  under  this  priority  must  include 
evaluation  information  as  to  the 
effectiveness  of  the  model  as 
implemented  by  replication  sites. 

Priority  7.  National  or  Multi-Stage 
Outreach  Projects  (CFDA  No.  84.024) 

This  priority  supports  projects  that 
facilitate  the  implementation  in  multiple 
States  of  proven  infant,  toddler  or  early 
childhood  models,  or  selected 
components  of  those  models.  Projects 
supported  under  this  priority  must: 

(1)  Coordinate  their  proposed 
dissemination  and  replication  activities 
with  the  lead  agency  for  Part  H  of  the 
Education  of  the  Handicapped  Act  for 
early  intervention  services  or  the  State 
educational  agency  for  special 
education  and  related  services: 

(2)  Disseminate  and  replicate  proven 
models,  or  components  of  proven 
models,  that  provide  services  needed  to 
assist  young  children,  aged  eight  and 
below  to  achieve  the  children’s  optimal 
functioning.  Services  at  a  minimum  must 
contain  the  following  components: 

(a)  Approaches  relevant  to 
programming  in  regular  settings 
including  provision  for  skills  necessary 
to  function  in  integrated  educational 
environments; 

(b)  Team  based  programming  that 
integrates  the  delivery  of  services  that 
includes  parents,  teachers,  therapists 
and  other  professional  disciplines; 

(c)  Effective  involvement  of  families  in 
the  planning  and  delivery  of  services; 
and 

(d)  Interagency  coordination  when 
multiple  agencies  are  involved  in  the 
provision  of  services  to  children; 

(3)  Evaluate  the  dissemination  and 
replication  activities  to  determine  their 
effectiveness  including  their  impact  on 
the  provision  of  services  to  infants, 
toddlers,  and  young  children  with 
handicaps. 

The  models  or  components  of  models 
must  be  of  national  significance, 
providing  procedures  and  information 
that  are  not  readily  available  to  program 
sites  within  States  where  outreach  is 
planned.  The  models  or  components  of 
models  must  be  state-of-the-art.  must  be 
based  on  current  theory  and  research, 
and  must  have  unambiguous  evaluation 
information  regarding  effectiveness.  In 
addition,  the  project  should  reflect  a 
responsiveness  to  national  needs  by 
addressing  one  or  more  components  of 
early  intervention  or  preschool  services 
as  outlined  in  the  Education  of  the 
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Handicapped  Act.  Outreach  activities 
may  include,  but  not  be  limited  to: 
public  awareness,  product  development 
and  dissemination,  site  development, 
training  and  technical  assistance.  The 
projects  may  work  with  major  early 
childhood  associations,  provider  groups 
or  agencies  in  disseminating  and 
replicating  the  proven  models,  or 
components  of  models. 

Applicants  under  this  priority  must  (1) 
describe  the  models  or  components  of 
models  selected  for  outreach  activities 
including  a  rationale  as  to  the 
importance  of  these  models;  (2)  provide 
unambiguous  evidence  as  to  the 
effectiveness  of  the  model:  (3)  describe 
the  specific  dissemination  and 
replication  activities  proposed;  and  (4) 
provide  a  rationale  for  those  activities. 

Final  reports  submitted  by  projects 
funded  under  this  priority  must  include 
evaluation  information  as  to  the 
effectiveness  of  the  model  as 
implemented  by  replication  sites. 

Priority  8.  Early  Childhood  Research 
Institute — Integrated  Programs  (CFDA 
No.  84.024) 

This  priority  establishes  an  Early 
Childhood  Research  Institute  to  develop, 
field-test,  and  disseminate  intervention 
strategies  to  improve  the  integration  of 
young  children  with  handicaps  into  a 
range  of  preschool,  child-care,  pre¬ 
kindergarten,  and  kindergarten 
programs  available  to  non-handicapped 
children  in  local  communities  (whether 
sponsored  by  public,  private,  or 
corporate  agencies).  The  goal  of  the 
institute  is  to  produce  validated 
intervention  procedures  that  service 
providers  can  use  to  adapt  to  on-going 
preschool,  child-care,  pre-kindergarten, 
and  kindergarten  programs  to 
appropriately  meet  the  needs  of  children 
with  a  range  of  handicapping  conditions. 
The  institute  must  conduct  a  program  of 
research  that  will; 

(1)  Work  with  major  early  childhood 
associations  and  provider  groups  or 
agencies  to  identify  major  approaches, 
curricula,  or  models  that  are  commonly 
used  by  preschool,  child-care,  pre¬ 
kindergarten,  or  kindergarten  providers 
to  structure  and  deliver  services  for  non¬ 
handicapped  preschool  or  kindergarten- 
aged  children.  These  approaches  may 
encompass  the  entire  program  or 
particular  program  areas  (i.e.  language 
development,  practical  life  skills,  etc.), 
but  they  must  be  found  in  communities 
throughout  the  Nation; 

(2)  Identify  through  analysis  of 
materials  and  classroom  observation  the 
extent  to  which  particular  approaches, 
models,  or  curricula  are  compatible  with 
the  learning  characteristics  and 
educational/related  service  needs  of 


preschool-aged  children  with  a  range  of 
handicapping  conditions  as  well  as 
program  barriers  that  affect  the  capacity 
of  the  programs  to  address  the  special 
needs  of  children  with  a  range  of 
handicapping  conditions.  The  results  of 
these  analyses  must  be  shared  and 
revised  through  discussions  with  major 
early  childhood  associations  and 
provider  groups  or  agencies. 

(3)  Develop  and  test  adaptations  of 
particular  approaches,  models,  or 
curricula,  to  meet  the  special  needs  of 
children  with  a  range  of  handicapping 
conditions.  In  developing  and  testing 
adaptations,  the  institute  will  work  with 
major  early  childhood  associations  and 
provider  groups  or  agencies  to  (a)  select 
approaches,  models,  or  curriculum  that 
are  most  promising  (based  on  the 
analyses  of  2  above)  for  meeting  the 
special  needs  of  children  with 
handicaps;  (b)  develop  adapted 
activities,  materials,  curricula, 
instructional  strategies,  classroom 
environments  that  are  compatible  with 
key  features  of  particular  approaches 
and  models,  but  that  are  also  consistent 
with  the  learninig  characteristics  and 
special  education/related  service  needs 
of  children  with  a  range  of  handicapping 
conditions;  and,  (c)  test  and  evaluate  the 
intervention  strategies  in  multiple  sites, 
employing  research  designs  that  assure 
that  the  effectiveness  of  the  intervention 
strategy  is  determined; 

(4)  Work  with  major  early  childhood 
associations  and  provider  groups  and 
agencies  to  develop  and  test  materials 
that  would  allow  public,  private,  and 
corporate  providers  of  preschool,  child¬ 
care,  pre-kindergarten,  and  kindergarten 
programs  for  non-handicapped  students 
to  adapt  their  programs  to  meet  the 
needs  of  students  with  a  range  of 
handicapping  conditions.  Materials  must 
be  developed  that  describe  adaptations 
identified  in  (3)  above  for  particular 
approaches,  models,  or  curricula. 
Materials  must  be  developed  that 
outline  general  principles  for  providing 
services  for  preschool-aged  children 
with  various  handicapping  conditions  in 
integrated  preschool  and  kindergarten 
settings.  Inservice  and  preservice 
materials  for  training  early  childhood 
personnel  to  adapt  and  modify  programs 
to  meet  the  needs  of  preschool-aged 
students  with  handicaps  must  also  be 
developed  and  field  tested:  and 

(5)  Provide  research  training  and 
experience  for  at  least  10  graduate 
students  each  year. 

The  institute  must  conduct  the 
program  of  research  and  development 
within  a  conceptual  framework  that 
identifies  major  approaches  and  models 
for  delivering  preschool,  childcare,  pre¬ 
kindergarten,  and  kindergarten  services 


to  non-handicapped  children;  the 
learning  characteristic  and  special 
education/related  service  needs  of 
preschool-aged  children  with  a  range  of 
handicapping  conditions;  and  program 
dimensions  that  impede  or  facilitate  the 
integration  of  preschool-aged  students 
with  handicaps. 

Period  of  Award:  The  Secretary  will 
approve  one  cooperative  agreement 
with  a  project  period  of  up  to  60  months 
subject  to  the  requirements  of  34  CFR 
75.253(a)  for  continuation  awards.  In 
determining  whether  to  continue  the 
institute  for  the  last  two  years  of  the 
project  period,  in  addition  to  considering 
the  factors  in  34  CFR  75.253(a),  the 
Secretary  will  consider  the 
recommendation  of  a  review  team 
consisting  of  three  external  experts 
selected  by  the  Secretary  and 
designated  Federal  program  officials. 

The  services  of  the  review  team  are  to 
be  performed  during  the  last  half  of  the 
institute’s  second  year,  and  will  replace 
that  year’s  annual  evaluation  that  the 
recipient  is  required  to  perform  under  34 
CFR  75.590.  During  all  other  years  of  the 
project,  the  recipient  must  comply  with 
34  CFR  75.590.  Costs  associated  with  the 
services  to  be  performed  by  the  three 
external  members  of  the  review  team 
are  to  be  incorporated  into  the 
applicant’s  proposed  budget.  In 
developing  its  recommendation,  the 
review  team  will  consider,  among  other 
factors,  the  following; 

(1)  The  timeliness  and  the 
effectiveness  with  which  all 
requirements  of  the  negotiated 
cooperative  agreement  have  been  or  are 
being  met  by  the  recipient  of  the 
cooperative  agreement:  and 

(2)  The  degree  to  which  the  institute’s 
research  design  and  methodological 
procedures  demonstrate  the  potential  for 
producing  significant  new  knowledge 
and  products. 

Priority  9.  Early  Childhood  Research 
Institute — Intervention  (CFDA  No. 
84.024) 

This  priority  will  establish  an  Early 
Childhood  Research  Institute  to  develop 
new  or  improved  interventions  for 
infants  and  toddlers  with  handicaps 
who,  because  of  the  nature  of  their 
disabilities,  require  extended  medical 
care  in  hospital  intensive  care  units  and 
who  may  require  life-supporting 
technologies  and  systems  of  health  care. 
The  institute’s  purpose  is  to  conduct  a 
program  of  research  and  development 
designed  to  produce  information  and 
materials  that  can  be  used  in  concert 
with  the  provision  of  intensive  health 
care  and  that  promote  the 
developmental  progress  of  these 
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children.  The  institute’s  research  and 
development  activities  must  produce 
information  and  materials  that  can  be 
used  within  intensive  care  units  and  that 
facilitate  the  successful  transition  of  the 
child  to  the  home  and  to  community- 
based  services.  The  research  and 
development  activities  must  consist  of 
two  major  areas  of  inquiry. 

First,  the  institute  must  conduct  a 
program  of  research  to  develop  new  or 
improved  procedures  related  to  the 
identihcation,  referral,  and  intervention 
process.  The  institute’s  research  must 
include,  but  need  not  be  limited  to, 
studies  that:  (1)  Develop  exemplary 
practices  related  to  physician  referral, 
initial  family  counseling,  and  tracking  of 
the  child’s  progress  and  services;  (2) 
identify  effective  practices  and 
procedures  for  forming  and  involving  a 
multidisciplinary  team  to  plan  services 
for  the  child  and  family;  (3)  establish 
criteria  for  enlisting  the  services  of 
different  State  agencies,  inlcuding  the 
State  Protection  and  Advocacy  agency 
or  other  child  protection  groups;  (4) 
develop  exemplary  models  for 
determining  the  point  in  the  child’s  life 
when  nonmedical  interventions  can  be 
appropriately  and  safely  implemented; 
(5)  identify  a  variety  of  effective 
nonmedical  interventions  that  are  keyed 
to  child  developmental  needs,  child 
medical  needs,  family  needs  and 
characteristics,  and  the  potential  for 
delivering  such  services  within  a 
hospital  intensive  care  unit;  and  (6) 
develop  new  or  improved  interventions 
that  will  facilitate  the  transition  of  the 
child  to  the  home  and  to  community- 
based  services.  The  outcomes  of  this 
research  are  expected  to  lead  to 
improved  processes  of  referral,  family 
counseling,  and  planning  and 
coordinating  services. 

Second,  the  institute  must  conduct  a 
program  of  research  to  develop  new  or 
improved  organizational  structures 
related  to  the  identification,  referral  and 
intervention  process.  The  institute’s 
research  must  include  but  not  be  limited 
to  studies  that:  (1)  Identify  the  full  range 
of  services  and  personnel  needed  in  a 
comprehensive  hospital-based  intensive 
care  unit;  (2)  develop  model 
organizational  structures  (including 
roles,  responsibilities,  lines  of  authority, 
communication,  and  coordination)  for  a 
comprehensive  hospital-based  intensive 
care  unit,  (3)  identify  exemplary  models 
in  involving  parents,  siblings,  friends, 
and  extended  family  with  a  multi¬ 
disciplinary  team;  (4)  develop 
procedures  to  prevent  or  remediate  role 
conflicts  among  team  members;  and  (5) 
identify  alternative  approaches  to  team 
composition  and  team  member  roles  in 


providing  intervention  and  transitional 
services.  The  outcomes  of  this  research 
are  expected  to  lead  to  improved 
processes  for  implementing 
interdisciplinary  interventions  as  well 
as  knowledge  related  to  organizational 
configurations  and  disciplinary 
combinations  that  will  enhance  these 
processes. 

It  is  anticipated  that  in  conducting  this 
research  and  development  effort,  a 
consortium  of  neonatal  intensive  care 
units  will  participate  in  order  to  permit 
the  research  objectives  to  be  met  and  to 
determine  the  utility  and  effectiveness 
of  the  new  information  and  materials  in 
a  variety  of  neonatal  intensive  care 
units.  In  forming  a  consortium  of 
participating  neonatal  intensive  care 
units,  the  applicant  should  consider 
inclusion  of  a  range  of  units  that 
currently  vary  on  dimensions  of  quality 
and  comprehensiveness  of  services, 
client  characteristics,  geographic 
location,  organizational  configuration, 
and  intake  and  transition  procedures,  as 
appropriate.  In  considering  transitional 
processes,  the  applicant  should  address 
the  need  to  develop  and  Held  test 
specific  transitional  procedures  and 
materials  for  children  and  families  who 
require  continuing  medical  care  after 
discharge.  In  carrying  out  its  research 
activities,  the  institute  must  provide 
research  training  and  experience  for  at 
least  10  graduate  students  annually. 

The  institute  must  conduct  the 
program  of  reserach  and  development 
within  a  conceptual  framework  that 
identifies  major  approaches  to  multi¬ 
disciplinary  team  coordination  in 
planning  and  delivering  services, 
characteristics  and  needs  of  children 
requiring  extended  medical 
interventions  and  their  parents,  and  the 
organizational  structures  of  intensive 
care  units  and  relevant  service  agencies. 

Period  of  Award:  The  Secretary  will 
approve  one  cooperative  agreement 
with  a  project  period  of  up  to  60  months 
subject  to  the  requirements  of  34  CFR 
75.253(a)  for  continuation  awards.  In 
determining  whether  to  cootinue  the 
Ainstitute  for  the  last  two  years  of  the 
project  period,  in  addition  to  considering 
the  factors  in  34  CFR  75.253(a),  the 
Secretary  will  consider  the 
recommendation  of  a  review  team 
consisting  of  three  external  experts 
selected  by  the  Secretary  and 
designated  Federal  program  officials. 
The  services  of  the  review  team  are  to 
be  performed  during  the  last  half  of  the 
institute's  second  year,  and  will  replace 
that  year’s  annual  evaluation  that  the 
recipient  is  requried  to  perform  under  34 
CFR  75.590.  During  all  other  years  of  the 
proejct,  the  recipient  must  comply  with 


34  CFR  75.590.  Costs  associated  with  the 
services  to  be  performed  by  the  three 
external  members  of  the  review  team 
are  to  be  incorporated  into  the 
applicant’s  proposed  budget.  In 
developing  its  recomioendation,  the 
review  team  will  consider,  among  other 
factors,  the  following: 

(1)  The  timeliness  and  the 
effectiveness  with  which  all 
requirements  of  the  negotiated 
cooperative  agreement  have  been  or  are 
being  met  by  the  recipient  of  the 
cooperative  agreement;  and 

(2)  The  degree  to  which  the  institute’s 
research  design  and  methodological 
procedures  demonstrate  the  potential  for 
producing  significant  new  knowledge 
and  products. 

Invitation  to  Comment:  Interested 
persons  are  invited  to  submit  comments 
and  recommendations  regarding  the 
proposed  priorities  to  the  address  in  this 
notice. 

All  comments  submitted  in  response 
to  these  proposed  priorities  will  be 
available  for  public  inspection  during 
and  after  the  comment  period  in  Room 
4092,  Switzer  Building,  330  C  Street  SW., 
Washington,  DC,  between  the  hours  of 
8:30  a.m.  and  4:00  p.m.,  Monday  through 
Friday  of  each  week  except  Federal 
holidays. 

Date:  Comments  must  be  received  on 
or  before  October  31, 1988  for  this 
program. 

Address:  Comments  should  be 
addressed  to:  Joseph  Clair,  Division  of 
Educational  Services,  Office  of  Special 
Education  Programs,  Department  of 
Education,  400  Maryland  Avenue  SW„ 
(Switzer  Building,  Room  3094 — M/S 
2313),  Washington.  DC  20202. 

Contact:  Susan  Fowler.  Telephone: 
(202)  732-1084;  or  Joseph  Clair, 
Telephone:  (202)  732-1101. 

Program  Authority:  20  U.S.C.  1424. 

Title  of  Program:  Educational  Media 
Research,  Production,  Distribution,  and 
Training  Program. 

CFDA  No.:  84.026. 

Purpose:  To  promote  the  educational 
advancement  of  persons  with  handicaps 
by  providing  assistance  for:  (a) 
Conducting  research  in  the  use  of 
educational  media  for  persons  with 
handicaps;  (b)  producing  and 
distributing  educational  media  for  the 
use  of  persons  with  handicaps,  their 
parents,  their  actual  or  potential 
employers,  and  other  persons  directly 
involved  in  work  for  the  advancement  of 
persons  with  handicaps;  and  (c)  training 
persons  in  the  use  of  educational  media 
for  the  instructions  of  persons  with 
handicaps. 

Proposed  Priorities:  The  Secretary 
proposes  to  establish  the  following 
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funding  priorities  for  the  Educational 
Media,  I^oduction,  Distribution,  and 
Training  Program,  CFDA  No.  84.026.  In 
accordance  with  the  Education 
Department  General  Administrative 
Regulations  (EDGAR)  at  34  CFR 
75.105(c)(3),  the  Secretary  proposes  to 
give  an  absolute  preference  under  this 
program  to  applications  that  respond  to 
the  following  priorities:  that  is,  the 
Secretary  proposes  to  select  for  funding 
only  those  applications  proposing 
projects  that  meet  these  priorities. 
Priority  1,  Movies,  Mini-Series,  and 
Specials  (CFDA  No.  84.026) 

The  purpose  of  this  priority  is  to 
support  a  project  which  performs 
closed-captioning  of  national  television 
movies,  mini-series,  specials,  and 
regular  season  series  programming,  so 
that  persons  who  are  hearing  impaired 
have  access  to  programs  broadcast  over 
national  television.  Applications  must: 

(1)  Identify  the  criteria  for  selecting 
programs  for  captioning: 

(2)  Indicate  the  number  of  television 
hours  to  be  captioned: 

(3)  Discuss  the  type  and  use  of  back¬ 
up  systems  to  assure  successful,  timely 
captioning;  and 

(4)  Offer  evidence  from  major 
networks  of  willingness  to  permit 
captioning  of  their  programs. 

Priority  2.  Closed-Captioned  Local  and 
Regional  News  (CFDA  No.  84.026) 

The  purpose  of  this  priority  is  to 
support  projects  for  the  closed- 
captioning  of  local  television  news 
programs  which,  at  the  end  of  this  three 
year  award,  will  be  maintained  and 
continued  without  additional  Federal 
funding.  Applications  must: 

(1)  Indicate  the  total  number  of 
television  hours  (first  time  and  repeat) 
to  be  captioned  per  week  and  the 
specific  method  to  be  used  for  each 
hour — real-time,  computer  assisted, 
teleprompting,  etc.:  and 

(2)  Offer  evidence  for  obtaining 
financial  commitments  for  project 
continuation  by  the  end  of  the  third 
year. 

Priority  3.  Illiteracy  Projects  (CFDA 
No.  84.026) 

The  purpose  of  this  priority  is  to 
support  development  projects  which 
analyze  the  prevalence  and  nature  of 
illiteracy  among  persons  who  are 
handicapped  and  develop  ways  to  use 
educational  media  and  captioning 
technology  to  alleviate  the  problems 
associated  with  illiteracy  in  the  work 
place  and  in  independent  living  within 
the  community.  This  priority  allows 
projects  to  address  problem  identified 
by  investigators  in  the  field.  However, 
the  strategies  proposed  by  investigators 


must  be  consistent  with  validated 
approaches  in  the  area  of  adult  literacy. 
Applications  must  describe  (1)  the 
specific  illiteracy-related  problem  that 
the  project  will  address  including 
whether  the  problem  is  in  the  workplace 
or  home;  (2)  how  the  educational  media 
or  captioning  application  developed, 
produced,  or  tested,  by  the  project  can 
be  expected  to  alleviate  that  problem; 
and  (3)  an  evaluation  design  that 
includes  functional  outcome  measures 
for  individuals  with  handicaps  who 
have  used  the  educational  media  or 
captioning  application.  The  Final  reports 
submitted  by  projects  funded  under  this 
priority  must  include  both  the  specific 
bndings  of  the  project  as  well  as  general 
principles  that  have  been  learned  or 
tested  for  developing  and  using 
educational  media  and  captioning  to 
alleviate  problems  resulting  from 
illiteracy.  Quantifiable  information  from 
project  evaluation  activities  also  must 
be  included. 

Invitation  to  Comment:  Interested 
persons  are  invited  to  submit  comments 
and  recommendations  regarding  the 
proposed  priorities  to  the  address  in  this 
notice. 

All  comments  submitted  in  response 
to  these  proposed  prioribes  will  be 
available  for  public  inspection  during 
and  after  the  comment  period,  in  Room 
4092,  Switzer  Building.  330  C  Street  SW.. 
Washington,  DC  between  the  hours  of 
8:30  a.m.  and  ArOO  pjn..  Monday  through 
Friday  of  each  week  except  Federal 
holidays. 

Date:  Comments  must  be  received  on 
or  before  October  31, 1988  for  this 
program. 

Address:  Comments  should  be 
addressed  to:  Joseph  Clair,  Division  of 
Educational  Services,  Office  of  Special 
Education  Programs,  Department  of 
Education,  400  Maryland  Avenue,  SW. 
(Switzer  Building,  Room  3094  M/S  3409), 
Washington,  DC  20202. 

Contact:  Ernest  E.  Hairston, 
Telephone:  (202)  732-1177,  or  Joseph 
Clair,  Telephone:  (202)  732-4503. 

Program  Authority:  20  U.S.C.  1415, 
1452. 

Title  of  Program:  Postsecondary 
Education  Programs  for  Handicapped 
Persons. 

CFDA  No.:  84.078. 

Purpose:  To  develop,  operate,  and 
disseminate  specially  designed  model 
programs  of  postsecondary,  vocational, 
technical,  continuing,  or  adult  education 
for  individuals  with  handicapping 
conditions. 

Proposed  Priority:  The  Secretary 
proposes  to  establish  the  following 
funding  priority  for  the  Postsecondary 
Education  Programs  for  Handicapped 
Persons,  CFDA  84.078.  In  accordance 


with  the  Education  Department  General 
Administrative  Regulations  (EDGAR)  at 
34  CFR  75.105(c)(3).  the  Secretary 
proposes  to  give  an  absolute  preference 
under  this  program  to  applications  that 
respond  to  the  following  priorities:  that 
is,  the  Secretary  will  select  for  funding 
only  those  applications  proposing 
projects  that  meet  these  priorities. 
Priority  1.  Postsecondary  Demonstration 
Projects  (CFDA  No.  84.078) 

This  priority  supports  model  projects 
which  provide  individuals  with  mild  or 
moderately  disabling  conditions  other 
than  deafness  with  adapted  or  specially 
designed  programs  that  coordinate, 
facilitate,  and  promote  the  provision  of 
appropriate  education  of  these 
individuals  with  their  nondisabled 
peers.  These  projects  are  to  be  targeted 
to  improve  the  vocational  outcomes  for 
youths  and  adults  who  have  completed 
or  left  secondary  school  programs  and 
who  are  in  need  of  additional  education 
or  training  in  order  to  secure  and 
maintain  competitive  employment. 
Applicants  under  this  priority  must 
describe  in  detail  how  they  will 
accomplish  the  following  tasks: 

(1)  Establish  strategies  for  use  in 
locating  and  serving  youth  and  adults 
with  disabilities  who  are  in  need  of 
continued  educational  services: 

(2)  Establish  or  make  use  of  existing 
formal  cooperative  relationships  among 
and  between  schools  (publish  secondary 
and  higher  educational  institutions), 
vocational  rehabilitation  agencies,  and 
potential  employers; 

(3)  Develop  individualized  programs 
that  detail  the  goals  and  objectives 
necessary  for  students  to  obtain  the 
requisite  skills  for  securing  competitive 
employment; 

(4)  Achieve  appropriate  job 
placements  for  persons  with  disabilities 
served  by  the  project  through  short  term 
postsecondary  educational 
interventions; 

(5)  Provide  following-up  and  follow- 
along  activities  for  persons  with 
disabilities  placed  in  jobs  by  the  project: 
and 

(6)  Propose  training  of  project 
participants  in  relevant  aspects  of 
adjustment  to  the  community  as  well  as 
the  workplace. 

Invitation  to  Comment:  Interested 
persons  are  invited  to  submit  comments 
and  recommendations  regarding  the 
proposed  priority  to  the  address  in  this 
notice. 

All  comments  submitted  in  response 
to  this  proposed  priority  will  be 
available  for  public  inspection  during 
and  after  the  comment  period,  in  Room 
4092,  Switzer  Building.  330  C  Street  SW.. 


38264 


Federal  Register  /  Vol.  53,  No.  189  /  Thursday,  September  29,  1988  /  Notices 


Washington,  DC  between  the  hours  of 
8:30  a.m.  and  4:00  p.m.,  Monday  through 
Friday  of  each  week  except  Federal 
holidays. 

Date:  Comments  must  be  received  on 
or  before  October  31, 1988  for  this 
program. 

Address:  Comments  should  be 
addressed  to:  Joseph  Clair,  Division  of 
Educational  Services,  Office  of  Special 
Education  Programs,  Department  of 
Education,  400  Maryland  Avenue,  SW. 
(Switzer  Building,  Room  3094  M/S  3409), 
Washington,  DC  20202. 

For  Further  Information  Contact:  Dr. 
Joseph  Rosenstein;  Telephone:  (202)  732- 
1176. 

Program  Authority:  20  U.S.C.  1424a. 

Title  of  Program:  Programs  for 
Severely  Handicapped  Children. 

CFDA  No:  84.086. 

Purpose:  To  provide  Federal  financial 
assistance  for  demonstration  or 
development,  research,  training,  and 
dissemination  activities  for  severely 
handicapped,  including  deaf-blind, 
children  and  youth. 

Proposed  Priorities:  The  Secretary 
proposes  to  establish  the  following 
funding  priorities  for  the  Program  for 
Severely  Handicapped  Children,  CFDA 
No.  84.086.  In  accordance  with  the 
Education  Department  General 
Administrative  Regulations  (EDGAR)  at 
34  CFR  75.105(c)(3),  the  Secretary 
proposes  to  give  an  absolute  preference 
under  this  program  to  applications  that 
respond  to  the  following  priorities;  that 
is,  the  Secretary  will  select  for  funding 
only  those  applications  proposing 
projects  that  meet  these  priorities. 
Priority  1.  State-wide  Systems  Change 
(CFDA  No.  84.086) 

This  priority  supports  projects  that  do 
ail  of  the  following: 

(a)  Develop,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Part  B  State  plan,  activities  to  improve 
the  quality  of  special  education  and 
related  services  in  the  State  for  severely 
handicapped  (including  deaf-blind) 
children  and  youth,  birth  through  21 
years  of  age,  and  to  change  the  delivery 
of  these  services  from  segregated  to 
integrated  environments; 

(b)  Significantly  increase  the  number 
of  severely  handicapped  including  deaf- 
blind  children  in  the  State  who  are 
served  in  regular  school  settings 
alongside  their  same-aged 
nonhandicapped  peers; 

(c)  Evaluate  the  effectiveness  of  these 
activities,  including  collecting  and 
reporting  each  year  on  the  number  of 
children  with  severe  handicaps  and 
deaf-blindness  in  the  State  in  each  type 
of  educational  setting  and  showing 
changes  from  previous  years;  and 


(d)  Evaluate  and  disseminate 
information  about  the  project’s 
outcomes. 

Applicants  under  this  priority  must 
describe  in  detail  how  they  will 
accomplish  the  following  tasks: 

(1)  Identify  resources  available  in  the 
State  to  provide  the  needed  services  to 
children  and  youth  who  are  severely 
handicapped,  including  deaf-blind,  as 
well  as  Bnancial  resources  available 
through  other  agencies  or  parties. 

(2)  Establish  services  needed  to  assist 
these  children  and  youth  to  achieve 
their  most  realistic  functioning  level  in 
normalized,  nonsegregated  least 
restrictive  environments.  These  services 
must  include  at  a  minimum; 

(i)  Delivery  of  integrated  educational 
services  that  include  providing  severely 
handicapped,  including  deaf-blind, 
children  who  are  currently  being  served 
in  segregated  environments  with  special 
educational  and  related  services  in 
programs  at  facilities  with 
nonhandicapped  children; 

(ii)  Movement  of  participating 
children  and  youth  to  and  integration 
into  less  segregated  environmerds,  with 
the  objective  of  facilitating  the 
placement  of  these  children  in 
appropriate  regular  school  settings; 

(iii)  Delivery  of  curricula  relevant  to 
education  in  integrated  settings 
including  the  teaching  of  social 
integration  skills,  community  referenced 
skills,  and  employment  skills; 

(iv)  Activities  to  promote  acceptance 
of  severely  handicapped  including  deaf- 
blind  children  and  youth  by  the  general 
public  through  increasing  both  the 
quality  and  frequency  of  meaningful 
interactions  of  these  children  and  youth 
with  handicapped  and  nonhandicapped 
peers  and  adults; 

(v)  Delivery  of  services  to  meet  the 
unique  needs  of  severely  handicapped 
including  deaf-blind  children  and  youth; 
and 

(iv)  Effective  involvement  of  families 
in  the  planning  and  delivery  of  services 
to  their  severely  handicapped  children 
and  youth. 

(3)  Establish  a  project  advisory  board 
having  representation  of  parents  of 
projects  children  and  youth,  including 
parents  of  deaf-blind  children  and 
youth,  providers  of  services  to  this 
population,  and  State  and  professional 
organizations,  that  is  responsible  for 
providing  significant  input  on  project 
management  procedures. 

(4)  Formulate  and  implement  formal, 
written  policies  and  procedures  with 
relevant  State,  local  and  professional 
organizations  for  coordinating  services 
provided  to  the  target  population,  of 
severely  handicapped  including  deaf- 
blind  children  and  youth  including  the 


elimination  of  overlapping  and 
redundant  services. 

Each  applicant  must  specify  the 
number  of  deaf-blind  students  that  will 
benefit  from  the  proposed  project. 

Priority  2.  Innovations  for  Meeting 
Special  Problems  of  Chidren  with 
Severe  Handicaps  in  the  Context  of 
Regular  Education  Settings  (CFDA  No. 
84.086) 

This  priority  supports  projects  that  are 
designed  to  develop  in-depth,  innovative 
approaches  to  a  particular  problem  for 
educating  students  with  severe 
handicaps  in  the  context  of  regular 
educational  settings.  Towards  this  end, 
applicants  must  provide  a  description  of 
the  setting  in  which  the  proposed 
activities  will  be  carried  out,  with 
particular  attention  paid  to  the  extent  to 
which  physical  and  social  integration 
between  students  with  severe  handicaps 
and  students  without  handicaps  exist  in 
the  proposed  setting.  Applicants  must 
provide  assurance  that  the  proposed 
setting  has  the  following  prerequisite 
components:  (1)  An  established  system 
of  community-based  training;  (2)  a 
systematic,  data-based  educational 
program,  and  (3)  an  established  function 
curriculum.  Projects  must  build  upon 
previous  research  and  demonstration 
activities  in  the  Held  and  demonstrate  a 
thoughtful  synthesis  and  extension  of 
such  work  within  a  complete  approach 
of  their  own.  Projects  funded  under  this 
priority  must  describe  (1)  the  specific 
problem  that  the  project  will  address;  (2) 
how  the  proposed  approach  developed 
by  the  project  can  be  expected  to 
alleviate  that  problem;  and  (3)  an 
evaluation  design  that  includes 
functional  outcome  measures  for 
children  and  youth  who  experience 
severe  handicaps  who  participate  in  the 
proposed  intervention.  Final  reports 
submitted  by  projects  funded  under  this 
priority  must  include  both  the  specific 
findings  of  the  project  as  well  as  general 
principles  that  have  been  learned  and 
tested  for  solving  specific  problems  that 
may  arise  when  students  who 
experience  severe  handicaps  are 
educated  within  the  context  of  regular 
education  settings.  Quantifiable 
information  from  project  evalution 
activities  must  also  be  included. 

The  Secretary  particularly  invites 
applications  that  address  one  of  the 
following  special  problems: 

(1)  Serving  individuals  with  profound 
disabilities  and/or  who  are  treatment- 
assisted  or  otherwise  require  significant 
therapeutic  or  medical  intervention; 

(2)  Designing  models  for  incorporating 
nonaversive  approaches  within 
curriculum  and  instruction,  particularly 
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for  students  who  present  difficult  and 
persistent  excess  behaviors: 

(3)  Developing  approaches  to 
encourage  social  support  systems  for 
individuals  with  severe  handicaps 
within  educational  and  community 
environments: 

(4)  Establishing  innovative 
approaches  to  facilitating  home-school 
communication  and  interactions  that 
serve  to  benefit  the  student  and  the 
family  and  that  allow  for  the  varied 
needs  and  concerns  of  individual 
families:  or 

(5)  Developing  steps  for  providing 
related  services  within  regular 
education  settings. 

However,  in  accordance  with  EDGAR 
at  34  CFR  75.10^c)(l),  an  application 
that  meets  this  invitational  priority 
receives  no  competitive  or  absolute 
preference  over  applications  that  meet 
the  priorities  described  in  this  notice. 

Priority  3.  Innovations  for  Meeting 
Special  Problems  of  Children  with  Deaf- 
Blindness  in  the  Context  of  Regular 
Education  Settings  (CFDA  No.  84.086) 

This  priority  supports  projects  that  are 
designed  to  develop  in-depth  innovative 
approaches  to  a  particular  problem  for 
educating  students  with  deaf-blindness 
in  the  context  of  regular  educational 
settings.  Toward  this  end,  applicants 
must  provide  a  description  of  the  setting 
in  which  the  proposed  activities  will  be 
carried  out,  with  particular  attention 
paid  to  the  extent  to  which  physical  and 
social  integration  between  students  with 
deaf-blindness  and  students  without 
handicaps  exist  in  the  proposed  setting. 
Applicants  must  provide  assurance  that 
the  proposed  setting  has  the  following 
prerequisite  components:  an  established 
system  of  community-based  training;  a 
systematic,  data-based  educational 
program;  and  an  established  functional 
curriculum.  Projects  must  build  upon 
previous  research  and  demonstration 
activities  in  the  field  and  demonstrate  a 
thoughtful  synthesis  and  extension  of 
such  work  within  a  complete  approach 
of  their  own.  Each  applicant  must 
specify  the  number  of  deaf-blind 
students  who  will  benefit  from  the 
project. 

Final  reports  submitted  by  projects 
under  this  priority  must  include  both  the 
specific  findings  of  the  project  as  well  as 
general  principles  that  have  been 
learned  and  tested  for  solving  specific 
problems  that  may  arise  when  students 
who  are  deaf-blind  are  educated  in  the 
context  of  regular  education  settings. 
Quantifiable  information  from  program 
evaluation  activities  must  also  be 
included. 


The  Secretary  particular  invites 
applications  that  address  one  of  the 
following  special  problems: 

(1)  Serving  children  and  youth  with 
deahblindness  who  have  other  severe 
handicaps  in  extended  school  year 
demonstration  projects  that  focus  on 
maintaining  and  enhancing  skills  in 
integrated  environments: 

(2)  Serving  children  and  youth  with 
deaf-blindness  who  have  other  profound 
disabilities  and/or  who  are  treatment- 
assisted  or  otherwise  require  significant 
therapeutic  or  medical  intervention; 

(3)  Designing  models  for  incorporating 
nonaversive  approaches  within 
curriculum  and  instruction,  particularly 
for  students  who  present  difficult  and 
persistent  excess  behaviors; 

(4)  Developing  approaches  to 
encourage  social  support  systems  for 
individuals  with  deaf-blindness  within 
educational  and  community 
environments; 

(5)  Establishing  innovative 
approaches  to  facilitating  home-school 
communications  and  interaction  that 
serve  to  benefit  the  student  and  the 
family  and  that  allow  for  the  varied 
needs  and  concerns  of  individual 
families: 

(6)  Developing  strategies  for  providing 
specialized  services  such  as  orientation 
and  mobility  within  regular  educational 
settings;  or 

(7)  Developing  systematic  strategies 
for  facilitating  movement  of  individual 
students  with  deaf-blindness  into 
regular  classrooms,  which 
predominantly  serve  nonhandicapped 
students. 

However,  in  accordance  with  EDGAR 
at  34  CFR  75.105(c)(1).  an  application 
that  meets  this  invitational  priority 
receives  no  competitive  or  absolute 
preference  over  applications  that  meet 
the  priorities  described  in  this  notice. 
Priority  4.  Validated  Practices:  Children 
with  Severe  Handicaps  (CFDA  No. 
84.086) 

This  priority  supports  projects  that 
test  solutions  to  specific  problems  in  the 
delivery  of  special  education  and 
related  services  to  students  with  severe 
handicaps  (as  defined  at  34  CFR 
315.4(d)).  Projects  supported  under  this 
priority  must  use  methodological 
procedures  that  will  produce 
unambiguous  findings  regarding  the 
relative  effectiveness  of  different 
solutions  to  a  specific  problem  or  that 
use  well-designed  outcome  evaluations 
to  test  the  effects  of  a  single  program  or 
solution.  The  projects  must  be  designed 
to  improve  the  services  for  children  and 
youth  with  severe  handicaps. 

Projects  funded  under  this  priority 
must  describe  (1)  the  specific  problem 


that  the  project  will  address;  (2)  the 
specific  solutions  that  will  be  compared 
or  validated,  including  previous 
evaluation  information  regarding  these 
approaches;  and  (3)  an  evaluation 
design  that  includes  functional  outcome 
measures  for  children  and  youth  who 
experience  severe  handicaps  who 
participate  in  the  proposed 
intervention(s).  Final  reports  submitted 
by  projects  funded  under  this  priority 
must  include  both  the  specific  findings 
of  the  project  as  well  as  general 
principles  that  have  been  learned  or 
tested  for  solving  specific  problems  that 
may  arise  when  students  who 
experience  severe  handicaps  are 
educated  within  the  context  of  regular 
education  settings.  Quantifiable 
information  from  project  evaluation 
activities  must  also  be  included  along 
with  precise  information  regarding  the 
procedures  for  the  interventions  and  the 
contexts  in  which  they  were 
implemented  as  well  as  available  cost 
information. 

The  Secretary  particularly  invites 
applications  that  address  one  of 
following  areas: 

(1)  Improving  and  expanding  social 
interaction  skills  in  regular  classrooms, 
workplaces,  or  recreational  settings; 

(2)  Improving  curricular  and 
instructional  procedures  that  enhance 
acquisition,  generalization,  and 
maintenance  of  functional  skills  and 
activities; 

(3)  Improving  communication  skills  of 
children  with  severe  handicaps  in  their 
interaction  with  peers  and  others  in 
educational  and  noneducational 
settings; 

(4)  Expanding  the  activities  that 
support  the  participation  in  a  range  of 
community-based  settings  for  children 
with  severe  handicaps,  with  such 
settings  to  include  living  environments, 
recreation-leisure  options, 
transportation  options,  and 
neighborhood  shopping,  educational  and 
cultural  settings; 

(5)  Supported  employment  for  youth 
with  severe  handicaps;  or 

(6)  Supported  living  for  children  and 
youth  with  severe  handicaps. 

However,  in  accordance  with  EDGAR 
at  34  CFR  75.105(c)(1).  an  application 
that  meets  this  invitational  priority 
receives  no  competitive  or  absolute 
preference  over  applications  that  meet 
the  priorities  described  in  this  notice. 
Priority  5.  Validated  Practices:  Children 
with  Deaf-Blindness  (CFDA  No.  84.086) 

This  priority  supports  projects  that 
test  solutions  to  speciHc  problems  in  the 
delivery  of  special  education  and 
related  services  to  students  with  deaf- 
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blindness.  Projects  supported  under  this 
priority  must  use  methodological 
procedures  that  will  produce 
unambiguous  findings  regarding  the 
relative  effectiveness  of  different 
solution.s  to  a  specific  problem,  or  that 
use  well-dtsigned  outcome  evaluations 
to  test  the  effect*  of  a  single  program  or 
solution  in  addressing  the  service 
delivery  problem.  The  projects  must  be 
designed  to  improve  the  services  for 
children  and  youth  with  deaf-blindness 
as  defined  at  34  CFR  300.5(b)(2). 

Projects  funded  under  this  priority 
must  describe  (1)  the  specific  problem 
that  the  project  will  address;  (2)  the 
specific  solutions  that  will  be  compared 
or  validated,  including  previous 
evaluation  information  regarding  these 
approaches;  and  (3)  an  evaluation 
design  that  includes  functional  outcome 
measures  for  children  and  youth  with 
deaf-blindness  who  participate  in  the 
proposed  intervention(s).  Final  reports 
submitted  by  projects  funded  under  this 
priority  must  include  both  the  specific 
hndings  of  the  project  as  well  as  general 
principles  that  have  been  learned  or 
tested  for  solving  specific  problems  that 
may  arise  when  students  with  deaf¬ 
blindness  are  educated  within  the 
context  of  regular  education  settings. 
Quantifiable  information  from  project 
evaluation  activities  must  also  be 
included  along  with  precise  information 
regarding  the  procedures  for  the 
interventions  and  the  contexts  in  which 
they  were  implemented  as  well  as 
available  cost  information.  Each 
applicant  must  specify  the  number  of 
deaf-blind  students  that  will  benefit 
from  the  proposed  project. 

The  Secretary  particularly  invites 
applications  that  address  one  of  the 
following  areas; 

(1)  Improving  and  expanding  social 
interaction  skills  in  regular  classrooms, 
workplaces,  or  recreational  settings; 

(2)  Improving  curricular  and 
instructional  procedures  that  enhance 
acquisition,  generalization,  and 
maintenance  of  functional  skills  and 
activities; 

(3)  Improving  communications  skills 
of  children  who  are  deaf-blind  in  their 
interaction  with  peers  and  others  in 
educational  and  noneducational 
settings; 

(4)  Expanding  the  activities  that 
support  the  participation  in  a  range  of 
community-based  settings  for  children 
with  deaf-blindness,  with  such  settings 
to  include  living  environments, 
recreation-leisure  options, 
transportation  options,  and 
neighborhood  shopping,  educational  and 
cultural  settings; 

(5)  Supported  employment  for  youth 
with  deaf-blindness;  or 


(6)  Supported  living  for  children  and 
youth  with  deaf-blindness. 

However,  in  accordance  with  EDGAR 
at  34  CFR  75.105(c)(1),  an  application 
that  meets  this  invitational  priority 
receives  no  competitive  or  absolute 
preference  over  applications  that  meet 
the  priorities  described  in  this  notice. 
Priority  6.  Utilization  of  Innovative 
Practices  for  Children  with  Severe 
Handicaps  (CFDA  No.  086) 

This  priority  promotes  the  adoption 
and  use  of  innovative  practices  for  the 
education  of  students  with  severe 
handicaps  through  the  support  of 
technical  assistance  activities  such  as 
inservice  training,  program  replication, 
and/or  product  dissemination.  The 
practices  are  to  be  selected  from  current 
data  and  best  practices  and  must  be 
justified  in  the  application  in  terms  of 
their  proven  ability  to  address  the  needs 
of  children  with  severe  handicaps. 

Applicants  are  particularly 
encouraged  to  select  practices  that  have 
been  generated  and  implemented  across 
a  range  of  disciplines  that  provide 
services  to  students  with  severe 
handicaps.  To  document  the  impact  of 
the  project,  applicants  must  identify  a 
focus  of  the  utilization  activities  and 
defend  the  importance  of  the  focus  in 
terms  of  its  impact  on  the  education  and 
quality  of  life  of  students  with  severe 
handicaps,  as  defined  at  34  CFR  315.4. 

Applicants  under  this  priority  must 
propose  a  project  design  that  (a)  defines 
a  target  audience  for  the  training  or 
dissemination  activities;  (b)  describes 
what  this  target  audience  is  expected  to 
do  or  to  accomplish  by  participating  in 
the  project;  (c)  describes  the  utilization 
activities  that  are  appropriate  and  well- 
suited  to  achieving  the  described 
activities  with  the  intended  audiences; 
i.e.,  inservice  training,  program 
replication,  and/or  product 
dissemination,  as  needed  to  accomplish 
the  selected  change;  and  (d)  includes 
systematic  evaluation  and  reporting  of 
the  impact  and  effectiveness  of  project 
activities.  Target  audiences  shall  include 
family  members  whenever  practicable. 
The  Secretary  particularly  invites 
applications  that  address  one  of  the 
following  topics; 

(1)  Least  restrictive  environments  for 
children  and  youth  with  severe 
handicaps; 

(2)  Supported  employment  for  youth 
with  severe  handicaps; 

(3)  Community-based  curriculum  and 
instruction  for  children  and  youth  with 
severe  handicaps; 

(4)  Integration  of  related  services  for 
children  and  youth  with  severe 
handicaps  into  instructional  objectives; 


(5)  Increased  participation  of  parents 
in  the  educational  process;  or 

(6)  Communication  skills  of  children 
and  youth  with  severe  handicaps. 

However,  in  accordance  with  EDGAR 
at  34  CFR  75.105(c)(1),  an  application 
that  meets  this  invitational  priority 
receives  no  competitive  or  absolute 
preference  over  applications  that  meet 
the  priorities  described  in  this  notice. 
Priority  7.  Utilization  of  Innovative 
Practices  for  Children  with  Deaf- 
Blindness  (CFDA  No.  84.086) 

This  priority  promotes  the  adoption 
and  use  of  innovative  practices  for  the 
education  of  students  with  deaf¬ 
blindness  through  the  support  of 
technical  assistance  activities  such  as 
inservice  training,  program  replication, 
and/or  product  dissemination.  The 
practices  are  to  be  selected  from  current 
data  and  best  practices  and  must  be 
justified  in  the  application  in  terms  of 
their  proven  ability  to  address  the  needs 
of  children  who  are  deaf-blind. 

Applicants  who  are  particularly 
encouraged  to  select  practices  that  have 
been  generated  and  implemented  across 
a  range  of  disciplines  that  provide 
services  to  students  who  are  deaf-blind. 
To  document  the  impact  of  the  project, 
applicants  must  identify  a  focus  of  the 
utilization  activities  and  defend  the 
importance  of  the  focus  in  terms  of  its 
impact  on  the  education  and  quality  of 
life  of  students  with  deaf-blindness,  as 
defined  at  34  CFR  300.5(b)(2). 

Applicants  under  this  priority  must 
propose  a  project  design  that  (a)  defines 
a  target  audience  for  the  training  or 
dissemination  activities;  (b)  describes 
what  this  target  audience  is  expected  to 
do  or  to  accomplish  by  participating  in 
the  project;  (c)  describes  activities  that 
are  appropriate  and  well-suited  to 
achieving  the  described  activities  with 
the  intended  audience;  i.e.,  inservice 
training,  program  replication,  and/or 
product  dissemination,  as  needed  to 
accomplish  the  selected  change;  and  (d) 
includes  systematic  evaluation  and 
reporting  of  the  impact  and  effectiveness 
of  the  project  activities.  Target 
audiences  must  include  family  members 
whenever  practicable. 

The  Secretary  particularly  invites 
applications  that  address  one  of  the 
following  topics; 

(1)  Least  restrictive  environments  for 
children  and  youth  with  deaf-blindness; 

(2)  Supported  employment  for  youth 
with  deaf-blindness; 

(3)  Community-based  curriculum  and 
instruction  for  children  and  youth  with 
deaf-blindness; 
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(4)  Integration  of  related  services  for 
children  and  youth  with  deaf-blindness 
into  instruction  objectives: 

(5)  Communication  skills  of  children 
and  youth  with  deaf-blindness;  or 

(6)  Transitional  services  from  school 
to  independent  living  or  working  for 
youth  with  deaf-blindness. 

However,  in  accordance  with  EDGAR  at 
34  CFR  75.105(c)(1),  an  application  that 
meets  this  invitational  priority  receives 
no  competitive  or  absolute  preference 
over  applications  that  meet  the  priorities 
described  in  this  notice. 

Invitation  to  Comment:  Interested 
persons  are  invited  to  submit  comments 
and  recommendations  regarding  the 
proposed  priorities  to  the  address  in  this 
notice. 

All  comments  submitted  in  response 
to  these  proposed  priorities  will  be 
available  for  public  inspection  during 
and  after  the  comment  period,  in  Room 
4026,  Switzer  Building,  330  C  Street  SW., 
Washington,  DC,  between  the  hours  of 
8:30  a.m.  and  4:00  p.m.,  Monday  through 
Friday  of  each  week,  except  Federal 
holidays. 

Date:  Comments  must  be  received  on 
or  before  October  31, 1988  for  this 
program. 

Address:  Comments  should  be 
addressed  to:  Joseph  Clair,  Division  of 
Educational  Services,  Office  of  Special 
Education  Programs,  Department  of 
Education,  400  Maryland  Avenue  SW., 
(Switzer  Building,  Room  3094-M/S 
2313),  Washington,  DC  20202. 

Contact:  Sarah  Conlon,  Telephone: 
732-1157:  or  Joseph  Clair,  732-4503. 
Program  Authority:  20  U.S.C.  1424. 

Title  of  Program:  Secondary 
Education  and  Transitional  Services  for 
Handicapped  Youth  Program. 

CFDA  Na.:  84.158. 

Purpose:  To  assist  handicapped  youth 
in  the  transition  from  secondary  school 
to  postsecondary  environments  such  as 
competitive  or  supported  employment 
and  to  ensure  that  secondary  special 
education  and  transitional  services 
result  in  competitive  or  supported 
employment  for  handicapped  youth. 

Proposed  Priorities:  The  Secretary 
proposes  to  establish  the  following 
funding  priorities  for  the  Secondary 
Education  and  Transitional  Services  for 
Handicapped  Youth  Program,  CFDA  No. 
84.158.  In  accordance  with  the  Education 
Department  General  Administrative 
Regulations  (EDGAR)  at  34  CFR 
74.105(c)(3),  the  Secretary  proposes  to 
give  an  absolute  preference  under  this 
program  to  applications  that  respond  to 
the  following  priorities:  that  is,  the 
Secretary  wilt  select  for  funding  only 
those  applications  proposing  projects 
that  meet  these  priorities. 


Priority  1.  Training  and  Employment 
Models  for  Youth  with  Handicaps 
(CFDA  No.  84.158) 

This  priority  supports  school  and 
community-based  model  projects  for 
youth  with  handicaps  to  be  prepared  for 
and  placed  in  competitive  or  supported 
work  prior  to  leaving  school.  This 
priority  responds  to  growing  evidence 
that  youth  with  handicaps  who  exit  from 
school  may  have  difficulty  obtaining 
competitive  or  supported  employment 
despite  the  vocational  programming  that 
may  have  been  offered  in  school.  These 
students  often  remain  at  home  for 
several  years  before  a  placement  can  be 
found  in  a  job  training  or  supported 
employment  program.  By  providing 
employment  experiences  in  settings 
where  the  requisite  support  services  are 
provided  by  adult  service  agencies  or 
other  public  or  private  providers  prior  to 
exit  from  school,  it  is  more  likely  that  a 
smooth  transition  can  be  made  from 
school  to  work  and  adult  life.  Models 
funded  under  this  priority  must 
emphasize  the  following: 

(1)  Collaboration  with  employers: 

(2)  Measurement  of  employer  and 
youth  satisfaction: 

(3)  Program  evaluation  with  outcome 
measures  to  determine  initial  and 
continuing  employment  status: 

(4)  Working  relationships  between 
education  agencies  and  supported  and 
transitional  work  efforts  at  the  State 
and/or  local  level:  and 

(5)  Working  partnerships  with  families 
that  demonstrate  a  commitment  to 
maximizing  independence. 

The  goal  of  these  models  is  to  place 
youths  with  handicaps  in  competitive  or 
supported  employment.  Supported 
employment  must  include  paid 
employment  in  integrated  work  settings 
and  ongoing  support  from  adult  service 
agencies  or  other  public  or  private 
services. 

Final  reports  submitted  by  projects 
funded  under  this  priority  must  include 
both  the  specific  findings  of  the  project 
as  well  as  general  principles  that  have 
been  learned  or  tested  regarding  the 
preparation  of  youth  with  handicaps  for 
competitive  or  supported  employment 
upon  leaving  school.  Quantifiable 
information  from  project  evaluation 
activities  must  also  be  included  along 
with  precise  information  regarding  the 
procedures  used  to  implement  the  model 
and  the  contexts  in  which  the  model 
was  implemented. 

Priority  2.  Secondary  and  Transition 
Services  Follow-up,  Follow-Along 
Projects  (CFDA  No.  84.158) 

This  priority  supports  school  and 
community-based  model  projects  to 
improve  tracking  systems  for  youth  with 


handicaps  who  complete  or  leave 
secondary  programs  and  to  revise 
curriculum  and/or  program  options 
based  on  continued  analyses  of  outcome 
data.  Models  funded  under  this  priority 
must  emphasize  the  following: 

(1)  Development  or  enhancement  of 
procedures  for  a  follow-up/follow-along 
system  for  all  youth  with  handicaps  who 
complete  or  leave  secondary  education, 
and 

(2)  Revision  of  existing  program 
options  to  improve  outcomes  for  youth 
with  handicaps  completing  or  leaving 
school. 

This  priority  is  intended  to  support  a 
variety  of  strategies  to  determine  the 
status  of  “completers”  and  "leavers" 
living  in  our  communities.  The  strategies 
employed  by  individual  projects  must 
ensure  that  all  existing  students  are 
included  in  status  reports.  It  is  expected 
that  outcome  measures  will  be 
developed  to  determine  how  successful 
our  education  programs  are  at  preparing 
youth  with  handicaps  to  live  and  work 
in  the  community.  Additional 
information  regarding  the  availability  of 
needed  public  services  and  informal 
supports  should  be  obtained  during  the 
follow-up/follow-along  process.  Final 
reports  submitted  by  projects  funded 
under  this  priority  must  include  both  the 
specific  findings  of  the  project  as  well  as 
general  principles  that  have  been 
learned  or  tested  regarding  the 
preparation  of  youth  with  handicaps  for 
employment  and  adult  life  upon  leaving 
school.  Quantifiable  information  from 
project  evaluation  activities  must  also 
be  included  along  with  precise 
information  regarding  the  procedures  for 
the  follow-up  system  as  well  as 
available  cost  information. 

Priority  3.  Family  Networking  (CFD.A 
No.  84.158) 

This  priority  supports  model 
demonstration  projects  that  build  on 
existing  transition  planning  processes  to 
assist  youth  with  handicaps  and  their 
families  in  identifying,  accessing,  and 
using  formal  and  informal  networks  to 
obtain  needed  supports  and  services  to 
maximize  independence  in  adult  life. 
Applicants  under  this  priority  must 
provide  evidence  that  there  is  an 
existing  planning  process  in  place  that 
includes  the  student,  his  or  her  family, 
representatives  from  the  school,  and 
representatives  from  adult  service 
agencies  or  other  providers  in  planning 
for  the  transition  of  students  who  will  be 
exceeding  the  maximum  age  for  public 
school  services. 

Models  funded  under  this  priority 
must  assist  youth  with  handicaps  and 
their  families  in  identifying  the  range  of 
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possible  post-school  options  for  living, 
working,  recreation,  or  post-secondary 
education,  and  assessing  the  supports  or 
services  needed  by  the  student  to 
participate  in  different  post-school 
options.  Projects  must  develop  strategies 
to  assist  youth  with  handicaps  and  their 
families  in  identifying  potential  formal 
(service  agencies,  handicapped  student 
services)  and  informal  (extended  family, 
friends)  sources  of  services  and  supports 
and  in  learning  to  effectively  access  and 
use  these  sources.  Persistent  barriers  to 
obtaining  needed  supports  or  services 
must  also  be  identified  and  strategies 
developed  and  tested  for  overcoming 
these  barriers. 

Final  reports  submitted  by  projects 
funded  under  this  priority  must  include 
both  the  specific  findings  of  the  project 
as  well  as  general  principles  that  have 
been  learned  or  tested  regarding  the 
identification,  access,  and  use  of  formal 
and  informal  networks  by  youth  with 
handicaps  and  their  families  to  obtain 
needed  supports  and  services.  Common 
barriers  identified  to  accessing  and 
using  various  sources  for  support  and 
service  should  be  described  along  with 
any  implications  for  policy  makers  or 
service  providers.  QuantiHable 
information  from  project  evaluation 
activities  must  also  be  included  along 
with  precise  information  regarding  the 
model  procedures,  the  context  in  which 
it  was  implemented,  and  available  cost 
information. 

Invitation  to  Comment:  Interested 
persons  are  invited  to  submit  comments 
and  recommendations  regarding  the 
proposed  priorities  to  the  address  in  this 
notice. 

All  comments  submitted  in  response 
to  these  proposed  priorities  will  be 
available  for  public  inspection  during 
and  after  the  comment  period,  in  Room 
4092,  Switzer  Building,  330  C  Street  SW., 
Washington,  DC,  between  the  hours  of 
8:30  a.m.  and  4:00  p.m.,  Monday  through 
Friday  of  each  week  except  Federal 
holidays. 

Date:  Comments  must  be  received  on 
or  before  October  31, 1988  for  this 
program. 

Address:  Comments  should  be 
addressed  to  Joseph  Clair,  Division  of 
Educational  ^rvices.  Office  of  Special 
Education  Programs,  Department  of 
Education,  400  Maryland  Avenue  SW., 
(Switzer  Building,  Room  3511  M/S  3409), 
Washington,  DC  20202. 

Contact:  Michael  Ward,  Telephone: 
(202)  732-1163  or  Joseph  Clair,  (202)  732- 
4503. 

Program  Authority:  20  U.S.C.  1425. 

Title  of  Program:  Handicapped 
Special  Studies  Program. 

CFDA  No.:  84.159. 


Purpose:  To  support  studies  to 
evaluate  the  impact  of  the  Education  of 
the  Handicapped  Act  (EHA),  including 
efforts  to  provide  a  free  appropriate 
public  education  and  early  intervention 
services  to  infants,  toddlers,  and 
children  and  youth  with  handicaps.  The 
results  of  these  studies  must  be  included 
in  the  annual  report  submitted  to  the 
Congress  by  the  Department. 

Proposed  Priorities:  Under  section 
618(c),  the  Secretary  is  expressly 
required  to  submit  to  the  appropriate 
committees  of  each  House  of  the 
Congres  and  publish  in  the  Federal 
Register  for  review  and  comment 
proposed  annual  priorities  for 
evaluations  conducted  under  section 
618. 

The  Secretary  proposes  priorities 
under  the  Handicapped  Special  Studies 
Program.  In  accordance  with  the 
Education  Department  General 
Administrative  Regulations  (EDGAR,  34 
CFR  75.105(c)(1)),  the  Secretary 
proposes  under  priority  1  to  invite 
applications  for  cooperative  agreements 
to  support  certain  types  of  studies. 
Priority  2  will  be  addressed  through  a 
contract. 

Priority  1.  State  Agency/Federal 
Evaluation  Studies  Projects  (CFDA  No. 
84.159) 

The  purpose  of  this  priority  is  to 
support  evaluation  studies  by  State 
agencies  to  assess  the  impact  and 
effectiveness  of  activities  assisted  under 
the  Education  of  the  Handicapped  Act. 
Within  this  priority,  the  Secretary 
particularly  invites  studies  that;  Jl) 
Examine  the  relationship  between  State 
and  local  administrative  factors  (e.g., 
funding  formulas,  personnel 
certification,  or  other  policies  and 
procedures)  and  placement  of  students 
with  handicaps  in  regular  education 
environments:  (2)  examine  the  impact  of 
various  aspects  of  educational  reform 
(e.g.,  increased  graduation  requirements, 
use  of  minimum  competency  testing  to 
determine  graduation  eligibility., 
increased  academic  and  curricular 
requirements,  more  rigorous  promotion 
policies,  etc.)  on  special  education;  or  (3) 
examine  the  relationship  between 
students'  educational  characteristics 
and  their  adult  service  needs. 

In  accordance  with  the  Education 
Department  General  Administrative 
Regulations  (EDGAR,  34  CFR 
75.105(c)(1)),  applications  for  studies 
described  in  items  (1),  (2),  and  (3)  will 
not  receive  a  competitive  or  absolute 
preference  over  other  applications  that 
propose  evaluation  studies  to  assess  the 
impact  and  effectiveness  of  activities 
assisted  under  the  Education  of  the 
Handicapped  Act. 


Priority  2.  Design  Study  for  Obtaining 
National  Estimates  of  Outcome  Data  on 
Children  and  Youth  with  Handicaps 
(84.159) 

This  priority  would  support  a  contract 
to  provide  the  methodology  for 
assessing  a  broad  array  of  outcomes  of 
children  and  youth  with  handicaps. 
Issues  of  outcome  constructs, 
assessment  techniques,  and  sampling 
would  be  addressed.  Data  collection  and 
costs  of  competing  designs  would  be 
projected.  The  results  of  this  study  will 
be  used  to  develop  a  source  of 
information  that  will  contribute  data  on 
student  outcomes  that  will  be 
incorporated  in  future  Annual  Reports 
submitted  to  Congress  under  section 
618. 

Invitation  to  Comment:  Interested 
persons  are  invited  to  submit  comments 
and  recommendations  regarding  the 
proposed  priorities  to  the  address  in  this 
notice. 

All  comments  submitted  in  response 
to  these  proposed  priorities  will  be 
available  for  public  inspection,  during 
and  after  the  comment  period,  in  Room 
3522,  Switzer  Building,  330  “C"  Street 
SW.,  Washington,  DC,  between  the 
hours  of  8:30  a.m.  and  4:00  p.m.,  Monday 
through  Friday  of  each  week  except 
Federal  holidays. 

Date:  Comments  must  be  received  on 
or  before  December  28, 1988  for  this 
program. 

Address:  Comments  should  be 
addressed  to:  Linda  Glidewell,  Division 
of  Innovation  and  Development,  Office 
of  Special  Education  Programs, 
Department  of  Education,  400  Maryland 
Avenue  SW.,  (Switzer  Building,  Room 
3094-M/S  2313),  Washington.  DC  20202. 

Contact:  Linda  Glidewell,  telephone: 
(202)  732-1099. 

Program  Authority:  20  U.S.C.  1418. 
Title  of  Program:  Technology, 
Educational  Media,  and  Materials  for 
the  Handicapped  Program. 

CFDA  No.:  84.180. 

Purpose:  The  purpose  of  this  program 
is  to  support  projects  and  centers  for 
advancing  the  availability,  quality^  use, 
and  effectiveness  of  technology, 
educational  media,  and  materials  in  the 
education  of  children  and  youth  with 
handicaps  and  the  provision  of  early 
intervention  services  to  infants  and 
toddlers  with  handicaps.  In  creating  a 
new  Part  G,  Congress  expressed  the 
intent  that  the  projects  and  centers 
funded  under  that  part  should  be 
primarily  for  the  purpose  of  enhancing 
research  and  development  advances 
and  efforts  being  undertaken  by  the 
public  or  private  sector,  and  to  provide 
necessary  linkages  to  make  more 
efficient  and  effective  the  flow  from 
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research  and  development  to 
application. 

Proposed  Priorities:  The  Secretary 
proposes  to  establish  the  following 
funding  priorities  for  the  Technology, 
Educational  Media,  and  Materials  for 
the  Handicapped  Program,  CFDA  No. 
84.180.  In  accordance  with  the  Education 
Department  General  Administrative 
Regulations  (EDGAR,  34  CFR 
75.105(c)(3)),  the  Secretary  proposes  to 
give  an  absolute  preference  under  this 
program  to  applications  that  respond  to 
the  following  priorities:  that  is,  the 
Secretary  proposes  to  select  for  funding 
only  those  applications  proposing 
projects  that  meet  one  of  these 
priorities. 

Priority  1.  Using  Technology  to  Improve 
Assessment  of  Children  with  Handicaps 
(CFDA  84.180) 

This  priority  supports  projects  that 
use  innovative  technologies  to  advance 
assessment  theory  and  practice  for 
infants,  toddlers,  children,  and  youth 
with  handicaps.  Projects  must  develop 
and  evaluate  technology  applications 
which  extend  beyond  the  current  paper 
and  pencil  tests  used  to  measure  skill, 
proficiency,  competence  or  performance 
of  children  with  handicaps  in 
educational,  home,  community,  or 
training  settings.  The  cognitive, 
language,  perceptual-motor,  academic, 
vocational,  or  social  proficiency 
domains  can  be  addressed. 

Projects  must  develop  and  evaluate 
technologically  based  prototypes  for 
advancing  assessment  theory  and 
practice.  These  projects  are  not  meant  to 
produce  tests  or  scales  but  rather  to 
stimulate  such  development  in  the  future 
by  providing  prototypic  design  features 
related  to  any  of  the  following:  (a)  Item 
stimuli,  (b)  sequence  of  item 
presentation,  (c)  expanded  response 
capabilities,  or  (d)  scoring  criteria.  The 
innovative  methodologies  developed 
may  require  expansions  of  traditional 
psychometric  theory  to  address  new 
procedures  for  establishing  indices  of 
reliability  and  validity.  Projects  must 
address  issues  of  reliability  and  validity 
where  applicable.  Thus,  these  projects 
are  viewed  as  development  activities 
providing  direction  for  future  test 
assessment  products. 


Applications  must  specify  strategies 
and  rationales  to  justify  the 
development  activity  including 
explanations  of  why  the  assessment 
would  be  important,  and  what  impact 
the  applications  of  such  an  assessment 
might  have.  Applications  must  also 
demonstrate  resources  and  expertise 
related  to  the  domain(s)  being  measured 
and  the  integration  of  electronic 
technologies.  The  final  report  must 
highlight  the  prototypic  design  features 
by  describing  their  nature  and  evidence 
to  support  the  extent  to  which  they 
advance  current  practice. 

Priority  2.  Compensatory  Technology 
Applications  (CFDA  No.  84.180) 

This  priority  supports  the  innovative 
development  of  hardware  or  software 
technology  prototypes  which  have 
market  potential.  The  prototype  must 
alleviate  mobility,  manipulation, 
communication  or  instructional  barriers 
to  providing  educational  opportunities 
for  learners  who  are  handicapped.  The 
prototype  may  be  operated  by  either  the 
teacher  or  the  learner.  The  prototype 
must  be  designed  not  only  to 
compensate  for  a  particular  learner’s 
handicap  but  must  also  be  easily 
modified  to  accommodate  other  learners 
with  similar  handicaps.  Projects  must 
develop  working  prototypes  which  use 
existing  technology,  where  possible,  and 
which  capitalize  on  recent  technological 
advances  to  enhance  the  teaching  or 
learning  of  children  with  handicaps. 
Applications  must  include  a  plan  for  the 
formative  evaluation  of  the  innovative 
adaptations  to  determine  the  soundness 
of  the  engineering,  the  adequacy  of  the 
design,  whether  it  compensates  for  the 
disability,  whether  it  is  feasible  to 
operate  and  maintain  in  a  school  setting, 
and  the  feasibility  for  future  production 
and  distribution.  A  final  report  must 
include  the  prototype  product  as  well  as 
a  discussion  and  rationale  to  support 
any  needed  and  recommended 
modifications  for  the  prototype  based  on 
the  formative  evaluation. 

Invitation  to  Comment:  Interested 
persons  are  invited  to  submit  comments 
and  recommendations  regarding  the 
proposed  priorities  to  the  address  in  this 
notice. 

All  comments  submitted  in  response 
to  these  proposed  priorities  will  be 


available  for  public  inspection  during 
and  after  the  comment  period,  in  Room 
3529,  Switzer  Building,  330  C  Street  SW.. 
Washington,  DC,  between  the  hours  of 
8:30  a.m.  and  4:00  p.m.,  Monday  through 
Friday  of  each  week  except  Federal 
holidays. 

Date:  Comments  must  be  received  on 
or  before  October  31, 1988  for  this 
program. 

Address:  Comments  should  be 
addressed  to:  Linda  Glidewell,  Division 
of  Innovation  and  Development,  Office 
of  Special  Education  Programs, 
Department  of  Education,  400  Maryland 
Avenue  SW.,  (Switzer  Building,  Room 
3094— M/S  2313),  Washington.  DC 
20202. 

Contact:  Linda  Glidewell,  telephone: 
(202)  732-1099. 

Program  Authority:  20  U.S.C.  1461. 
Intergovernmental  Review 

These  programs  (except  Research  in 
Education  of  the  Handicapped  and 
Handicapped  Special  Studies)  are 
subject  to  the  requirements  of  Executive 
Order  12372  and  the  regulations  in  34 
CFR  Part  79.  The  objective  of  the 
Executive  Order  is  to  foster  an 
intergovernmental  partnership  and  a 
strengthened  federalism  by  relying  on 
processes  developed  by  State  and  local 
governments  for  coordination  and 
review  of  proposed  Federal  assistance. 

In  accordance  with  the  Order,  this 
document  is  intended  to  provide  early 
notification  of  the  Department’s  specific 
plans  and  actions  for  these  programs. 

Dated:  September  26, 1988. 

(Catalog  of  Federal  Domestic  Assistance 
Numbers;  84.023,  Research  in  Education  of 
the  Handicapped:  85.024,  Handicapped 
Children’s  Early  Education  Program:  84.026, 
Educational  Media  Research,  Production. 
Distribution,  and  Training  Program:  84.078. 
Postsecondary  Education  Programs  for 
Handicapped  Persons:  84.158,  Secondary 
Educational  and  Transitional  Services  for 
Handicapped  Youth  Program:  84.159, 
Handicapped  Special  Studies  Program: 
84.180,  Technology,  Educational  Media  and 
Materials  for  the  Handicapped  Program) 
Linus  Wright, 

Acting  Secretary  of  Education. 

(FR  Doc.  88-22336  Filed  9-28-88:  8:45  am) 
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